Minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting held on
Tuesday, April 11, 2017 pursuant to notice duly given.
1. Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Heier.
2. Roll call: Mayor Heier, Kim Bronikowski, Al Schreiber, Dean Reed, Bob Le Breck, Roger Reed, Jean Feldt,
Attorney Calvert
Also present: Police Chief Bernie Faith, Superintendent of Public Works Jeremy Wusterbarth, Park &
Recreation Director John Bostedt, Building Inspector Joe Last, Fire Chief John Reed, Administrator Sara
Perrizo as recording secretary and other interested parties.
3. Approval of Agenda
Moved by D. Reed, seconded by Schreiber to approve the agenda.
Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.

6 ayes

4. Correspondence/Public Appearances
The Rose Award for residential properties was presented to Norman and Annette Courchaine by Mayor
Heier and Ron and Kathy Hayes from the Chamber of Commerce.
Le Breck asked if there is a start date for the construction of the new apartment buildings. Last
explained that he is waiting for State-approved plans before they can proceed. Le Breck also asked
about the status of 231 Pecor Street, where there was a fire. Last informed that a raze order has been
issued. Finally, Le Breck asked about the garbage located at 116 Huron Avenue and questioned if a
nuisance ordinance would be helpful. Faith explained that this property was purchased on a land
contract and is now in foreclosure, so there are multiple owners involved. There are citations being
issued weekly for the garbage.
Discussion ensued regarding other problem properties in the City and how to handle them. Schreiber
noted that we can clean up some of these properties and assess the cost on the tax roll. He understands
that this can be a very slow process and it has to move through the system, but he also believes that
there is something in the City ordinances allowing us to clean up and assess properties that are unsafe
or unsanitary.
Le Breck then asked about the tree that is down on a property on Pecor Street. Wusterbarth explained
that Joel Portmann is the owner of the property on which the tree fell and he is responsible for the
clean-up. The tenants in that house were working on cleaning the tree up when they had equipment
problems. They have informed Wusterbarth that they intend to continue the clean up soon.
Le Breck gave an updated on the Airport runway project. The Airport will be closed in May and June
while the construction is happening. In addition, logging is being done at the Airport, which will allow it
to be seen from the highway.

Perrizo reference a correspondence from R&R Assessing that was on the alderpersons’ desks. Any
questions should be directed to Ryan Raatz.
5. Discussion/Recommendation on:
a. Alcohol Beverage License Applications, Applications for Temporary Class B Retailer’s License,
Applications for License to Serve Fermented Beverages and/or Intoxicating Liquor and
Appointment of Agents
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Le Breck to approve the Alcohol Beverage License
Applications, Applications for Temporary Class B Retailer’s License, Applications for License to
Serve Fermented Beverages and/or Intoxicating Liquor and Appointment of Agents except for
Lori Modor/Liquid Supply House.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.

4 ayes, 1 nay
(Bronikowski), 1 abs (Feldt)

Faith explained that there are felony charges that have been filed against Lori Modor. Mayor
Heier asked if the charges become convictions, can the license be revoked? Faith stated that it
can. Bronikowski has concerns about this. Modor has only had the license for one year and
already there are problems. Schreiber commented that Modor is innocent until proven guilty.
Faith noted that Modor was up front on her application and disclosed the charges.
Moved by Feldt, seconded by Schreiber to approve of the liquor license application from Lori
Modor/Liquid supply.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.

5 ayes, 1 nay (Bronikowski)

b. Building Inspection Report
Last informed that 47 permits have been issued this year. Also, the city is in compliance with
Act 211, which requires online filing for building permits.
Last also informed that the City had received many complaints on two County-owned properties
that had garbage and junk in the yards. Calvert received permission from the County to allow
the City staff to go on the properties and do the clean up. Last thanked Wusterbarth and his
staff for their work in cleaning up the properties.
c. Approval of Payroll for the Month of March 2017 in the Amount of $179,797.07, Accounts
Payable for the Month of March 2017 in the Amount of $681,174.74 and Other Financial
Reports as Presented
Le Breck questioned a service call from Robinson Heating & Cooling. Perrizo explained that the
furnace room in the Mayor’s office overheated, causing the HVAC control panel to shut down.
Robinson determined that insulating the pipes in the room should prevent this from happening
again and referred a contractor to the City to perform the work.

Moved by Le Breck, seconded by Schreiber to approve the payroll for the month of March
2017 in the amount of $179,797.07, accounts payable for the month of March 2017 in the
amount of $681,174.74 and other financial reports as presented.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.

6 ayes

d. County-Owned Properties for Sale in the City of Oconto
Last stated that there are several properties that the County is putting up for sale with no back
taxes. Five of them are in the City and have been eyesores for several years. We can purchase
the properties for a cost of one dollar to one thousand dollars. Last would then get three bids
for the cost of demolition and clean-up of the land. Perrizo gave two options for where the
money to do this could be obtained. First, there is a $190,000 fund balance in the debt service
fund. However, Perrizo recommended that the Council transfer that balance to the Harbor fund
in a continued effort to get the Harbor fund out of its negative balance. There is also
approximately $79,000 left from the payment in lieu of taxes money that the City received from
the County for the law enforcement center acquisition. This is where Perrizo is recommending
that the money to tear down the homes come from, in an amount not to exceed $45,000.
Schreiber asked what the advantage is of transferring the $190,000 to the Harbor fund. Perrizo
explained that it would help the City’s bond rating by nearly eliminating the negative fund
balance in the Harbor fund.
Mayor Heier is fully in favor of doing this. There will be an initial investment, but when the
money comes back from selling the vacant lots, it could possibly be used to demo more homes
in the future. Schreiber agrees with this. Wusterbarth stated that the Public Works department
will assist with the clean-up and provide fill for the properties. Although a couple of the
properties may not have new homes built on them, Last pointed out that they will still be put
back on the tax roll.
Moved by Feldt, seconded by D. Reed to approve spending an amount not to exceed $45,000
from the law enforcement center payment in lieu of taxes to demolish five dilapidated
County-owned homes in the city.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.

6 ayes

e. 2016 Budget Carryovers
Moved by Feldt, seconded by Bronikowski to approve the 2016 budget carryovers.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.
f.

6 ayes

Changing the City Employee’s Optional Insurance Carriers to All State and MetLife
Perrizo explained that the current policies are through AFLAC and switching to All State and
MetLife will save our employees significantly. There is no cost to the City for these policies and
they are optional for all employees.

Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Feldt to approve changing the city employee’s optional
insurance carriers to All State and MetLife.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.

6 ayes

g. Ordinance Regarding Establishing ATV Regulations in the Municipal Code of Ordinances
Perrizo explained that the changes include stating that only signed streets are legal for ATV’s.
Calvert stated that there is also a change to allow any enforcement agency to enforce the
ordinance, instead of just the Oconto Police Department. Wusterbarth explained that once it
was determined that signage had to be placed at every intersection that is open to ATV’s, the
ATV club realized that they could not currently afford to purchase all of the needed signs, so
they have designated specific streets for now.
Responding to a question about noise from the ATV’s, Mayor Heier explained that the ATV club
has volunteered to help monitor and Chief Faith stated that there will be patrols on a UTV to
ensure compliance with all ordinances.
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Feldt to approve the ordinance establishing ATV regulations
in the municipal code of ordinances.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.

6 ayes

h. Ordinance Regarding the Shoreland-Wetland Zoning Code in the Municipal Code of Ordinances
Last explained that this amendment updates the dating on the maps for the shoreland and
wetland zoning areas.
Moved by D. Reed, seconded by Schreiber to approve the ordinance regarding shorelandwetland zoning code in the municipal code of ordinances.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.
i.

6 ayes

Ordinance Amending Section 13-1-53(h) of the City of Oconto Code of Ordinances
Last explained that this amendment updates the Bayshore Zoning code to match the rest of the
zoning codes in regard to accessory buildings.
Moved by Bronikowski, seconded by Feldt to approve the ordinance amending section 13-153(h) of the City of Oconto code of ordinances.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.

j.

6 ayes

Ordinance Adding Section 13-1-104 to Article F of the Zoning Ordinance in the City of Oconto
Code of Ordinances

Perrizo explained that this amendment will allow for legal non-conforming structures located in
a zoning area that does not match their current use to follow the zoning code of the closest area
that matches that use. J. Reed noted that once a property becomes conforming, it can’t go back
to being non-conforming.
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Le Breck to approve the ordinance adding section 13-1-104
to Article F of the zoning ordinance in the City of Oconto code of ordinances.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.

6 ayes

k. Update on and Purchase of Used Fire Engine
J. Reed explained that the budgeted amount, plus the insurance payout for the totaled engine,
plus the $40,000 that will be borrowed equals $255,494. The cost of the ladder truck and airfare
and travel expenses to locate the trucks is $151,263, leaving $104,231 to purchase the pumper
truck. A pumper has been located that can be purchased for $80,000 plus the cost of
equipment. This pumper will have a one year warranty that is the same as the ladder truck. The
balance of $24,231 plus any revenue received from selling the old ladder truck will be used to
offset the amount that is bonded. J. Reed requested that this item be approved pending
approval by the Police & Fire Commission and that he be allowed to sign the purchase
agreement on April 17, prior to the City Council’s formal approval. The consensus of the
Committee was that both are fine.
Moved by R. Reed, seconded by Bronikowski to purchase a pumper truck at a cost not to
exceed $85,000, pending approval by the Police & Fire Commission.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.
l.

6 ayes

Establishing Golf Cart Trail Fee for 2017 Season
Mayor Heier informed that the fee in 2016 was $25 and Faith recommended that it be kept the
same for 2017.
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Bronikowski to set the golf cart trail fee to $25 for the 2017
season.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.

6 ayes

m. Denial of Request from Duane Trossen to Reside in the City of Oconto as a Sex Offender with
Special Bulletin Notification (SBN) Status
Faith informed that Probation & Parole is trying to get Mr. Trossen a place in Mountain.
Moved by Le Breck, seconded by Feldt to deny the request from Duane Trossen to reside in
the City of Oconto as a sex offender with SBN status.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.

6 ayes

n. Approval of Certified Survey Map for Le Tourneau Property Located in the City of Oconto
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by D. Reed to approve the certified survey map for Le
Tourneau property located in the City of Oconto.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.

6 ayes

o. Approval of Certified Survey Map for Routheau/Devener Property Located in the City of Oconto
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by D. Reed to approve the certified survey map for
Routheau/Devener property located in the City of Oconto.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.

6 ayes

p. Approval to Spend an Amount Not to Exceed $10,000 for a Metal Walleye Sculpture to Be
Located in the Roundabout
Perrizo recommended that the Committee set an amount to spend on the sculpture and then
refer this item back to Tourism so that they can fundraise for the balance. Schreiber stated that
he is hesitant to spend taxpayer dollars on this. He feels that Tourism money should be spent to
attract tourists to our City. Bronikowski stated that people will see the sculpture when they
come to town and noted that we need to start showing that Oconto is “something to see”. Feldt
feels that this is an excellent investment in our Harbor and noted that it can be used in
promotional materials. She recommended allocating $5,000 to the project. Schreiber
countered that he would only like to spend $2,500. Ron Hayes, a member of the Tourism
Committee, explained that the sculpture will be high enough to be seen from the bypass.
Wusterbarth informed that DOT approval is still needed.
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by D. Reed to approve spending $2,500 on the walleye
sculpture pending approval of the DOT.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.
6. Moved by Le Breck, seconded by Schreiber to adjourn at 7:47 p.m.
Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.
Respectfully Submitted,
Sara J. Perrizo
Administrator

6 ayes

M/C

