Minutes of the Meeting of the Law Enforcement Center Ad-Hoc Committee
 Held On Wednesday, April 30, 2014 Pursuant to Notice Duly Given

1. Meeting called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Chairperson Ault

2. Roll Call: Dan Ault, Jack Mlnarik, Jeremy Wusterbarth, Don Nerenhausen, Attorney Calvert, Marsha Present, Alderpersons Groll, Pleshek and Le Breck, Sue Anderson and Sara Perrizo (also as recording secretary)
Also Present: Mayor Bostedt, County Board Supervisor Rose Stellmacher

3. Approval of Agenda
Moved by Wusterbarth, seconded by Groll to approve the agenda as presented.	M/C

4. Approval of Minutes from the 03/26/14 Meeting
Moved by Nerenhausen, seconded by Pleshek to approve.	
Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.							11 ayes

5. Correspondence/Public Appearances 
Ault passed out an update from the County and a progress report from their consultant.    Wusterbarth suggested that if anyone is available, it would be a good idea to attend the next Public Property meeting on May 7.  

Mayor Bostedt spoke regarding the design of the facility.  She would like to see the building be similar to the current courthouse.  We are History on the Bay and anything we can do to encourage this would be good.  Mayor Bostedt also has parking concerns as there are already issues with this at the courthouse.  She would like to see the parking in one area and in layers, either above or below ground.  She would like the building to be designed so that people won’t know what it is when they see it.  Also, there should be green space.

Nerenhausen said that we still have control over the zoning of the proposed site.  Mlnarik said that the County has been in contact with the City and there is no reason there should be an issue.  Their plans will be State approved as required.  Groll commented that County officials have already stated that the new building will look complimentary to the existing building in terms of aesthetics.

Rose Stellmacher, 6932 County Y, asked if the current zoning is residential.  Mlnarik confirmed that it is and the request is to change to downtown commercial.  Perrizo said that the Plan Commission meeting to considering the rezoning request is scheduled for June 2.

6. Discussion/Possible Recommendation on:	
a. Communication with County – Input, Design and Other Discussion Items
Ault said that Oconto County Administrative Coordinator, Kevin Hamann, has expressed a willingness to work with us.  Both parties want to work together.  They are in the process of hiring a professional architect to design the facility.  Mlnarik met with Mead & Hunt and Somerville last week and they asked what we want in terms of design.  He gave them the information from our last meeting.  Anderson said that the cost of different items will probably make a difference in what they can do.  Calvert has heard that they are leaning toward making the new facility look like the current courthouse annex.  Pleshek commented that materials can be put together in different ways to make them look nicer.  Present asked if solar panels are being considered as they tend to stick out.  No one on the Committee has heard that they are.  Present hopes that, because Oconto is both a Tree City and a Bird City, that trees will be planted and the birds considered when the building is designed.  Calvert suggested trying to quantify what we are asking for.  Ault suggested looking at the portfolios online of the firms that are going to submit proposals for the design.  Wusterbarth said that steps have already been taken to address the parking by eliminating parking on Washington and Adams Streets from Park Avenue east from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday.  

Le Breck is concerned that the City taxpayers be compensated for lost taxes.  Hamann had mentioned at the last meeting that the City will see an economic windfall from having the jail here, but Le Breck doesn’t see how that it correct.  Perrizo said that she has already touched on the issue of a payment in lieu of taxes with Hamann and this will need to be negotiated.  Le Breck looked at a five year average of taxes and came up with a figure of $8,400 per year.  Perrizo said that State aid will also be lost due to the vacating of Adams Street.  This will all need to be discussed.

Present asked if soil testing has been done.  Stellmacher replied that they County is waiting until the homes are gone to do the tests.  

Moved by Calvert, seconded by Perrizo to recommend to the Plan Commission to approve the zoning change request from the County for the law enforcement center.

Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.						11 ayes

7. Adjourn
Moved by Pleshek, seconded by Mlnarik to adjourn.
Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.							11 ayes
Meeting adjourned.
							
Respectfully Submitted:
							Sara J. Perrizo, CPA
							Administrator
