Minutes of the Police & Fire Commission meeting held on Monday, September 9, 2013 pursuant to notice duly given.
1. Meeting called to order at 5:00 p.m. by President Longsine.

2. Roll call:  Jeff Krueger, Jim Lacourciere, Joe Watt, Pat Ragen and Tim Longsine.  Also present: Police Chief Dan Ault, Fire Chief Jack Mlnarik, Mayor Victoria Bostedt and Deputy Clerk Carol Stewart as recording secretary.
3. Moved by Lacourciere seconded by Krueger to approve of agenda as presented.

Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.





5 ayes
4. Moved by Ragen seconded by Watt to accept as typed and place on file the 8/12/2013 
PFC minutes. 

Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.





5 ayes
5.  No Public Input.
6. Correspondence:
Mlnarik and Ault reported on thank you/gift cards received for assistance from an appreciative family;

Commission member Lacourciere complimented Chief Mlnarik on the good job he did when he came before the County Board; Mlnarik stated he appreciated the opportunity to speak in front of the board and was thankful for the working relationship that has come along due to the board members and other people over there;
Discussion/action/updates on the following:

a. Residency Requirements in accordance to State Law;

Longsine reported that a letter was submitted from Officer Erek Belongia; Ault sated that he thought perhaps it would be Officer Crocker making a request to live outside the city limits but the request has come from Officer Belongia who’s letter informed the commission members of his intention to purchase a home approximately eight miles south of the city; Belongia requested a residency waiver that would allow for him to remain living in the home even if changes occur in the new residency requirement policy; Ault stated he would like to establish a 15 mile clause for the residency restriction to keep anyone from moving further out than that; Ault thinks it is unfair to ask an employee that if the law changes that they would have to move back within the city limits; Ault stated that he realizes it may be different for the fire dept. as emergency responders; Mlnarik stated that we don’t want to pigeon hole ourselves so that we can’t change it in the future…doesn’t’ want to see a policy that could affect changes down the road; Longsine reported that in the past we have always worked with everybody on a case by case basis;  Mlnarik commented on the draft that Atty. Calvert submitted; Mlnarik commented that he would like to see a change within the draft to the part stating that “the matter of immediate compliance will need to reviewed by the employee with their Dept. Chief;”  Mlnarik stated that wording is pretty generic…could add a little more specific language; Calvert stated he doesn’t necessarily think the legislation is bad…it’s the 15 miles…if it would be five…; Krueger suggested that we abide by the State law; Ault stated that with the law change he is just trying to establish the 15 miles….the law says we can’t prohibit an employee from residing outside the city limits but we can add a 15 mile limit; Ault is asking that we reaffirm the State law…right now they can live more than 15 miles so before somebody moves 30 miles we have to change it…personally did not want anybody living outside the city limits; Mlnarik stated coming from an EMS standpoint we need to think about call times…want to make sure we’re able to put something into play that’s not going to pigeon hole us…City Attorney has done that…just want to finite it a bit before we approve it; Ault made the recommendation that we establish State law enforcing the 15 mile limit and then the rest of details can be worked out;
        Moved by Krueger seconded by Lacourciere to abide by Act 20 as department guidelines   

        with an established 15 mile limit residency requirement;

        Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.




5 ayes
7. Review/recommendation on Police, Fire and Ambulance department reports;
Mlnarik reported that there were 70 ambulance calls this month; Part of training exercises consisted of a hunting accident simulation; Actively trying to recruit good people for the dept.; POC is a little high because of requirement for the two EMT’s to work 8 hours a month to keep them up on their skills; Mlnarik stated that the guys continue to participate in a lot of the events and they do it for free; 
Discussion on tornado sirens, location and inability to hear them in various areas;
Ault stated that when he worked in Illinois, part of the required training was to become a weather spotter…has established that in our dept. now…all of the officers have completed National Weather Service Sky Warn Spotter training…will wrap it up this week with the test; Ault stated that he also wrote a policy directing officers during severe thunder storm warnings/tornado watches in regards to their roles with positioning, spotting and siren activation; Ault reported on the IBR reporting…noticed inaccurate numbers … meeting with director of crime statistics to get sorted out because he also notice anomaly of numbers coming from Oconto, Oconto Falls and Gillett which may be as a result of a computer programming issue with Spilllman…frustrating because our crime numbers reflect how well we’re doing our jobs, our grants…base crime prevention techniques on these number…spending so much time with IBR recording;  Ault reported on code enforcements…20 violations this month…a lot involved with each offense; Several ongoing things with investigations; Complimented Officer Belongia and Sgt. Van Hulle with the great success with National Night Out;  Ault stated how proud he is with Teen Court… OPD is the only agency in county that can directly refer kids to Teen Court…can bypass tremendous bureaucracy that was involved in having to get kids there; Ault reported problems with city repeater frequency picking up Austin Straubel…police dept. didn’t have any talk-around channel…had the frequency modified which is a modification to the FCC license so that we no longer pickup Austin Straubel and will not have to talk over county or fire dept.; Ault reported they signed agreement with Oconto Area Humane Society;
Moved by Lacourciere seconded by Ragen to accept and place on file the police, fire and ambulance reports;  
Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.





5 ayes

8. Moved by Krueger seconded by Lacourciere to approve of accounts payables as presented.
Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.





 5 ayes
9. Ault reported he attended Police Chief’s Conference.

10. Next Meeting: 10/14/2013 @ 5:00 p.m.
11. Moved by Lacourciere seconded by Watt to adjourn.




M/C

Meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.









Minutes submitted by:








Carol F. Stewart








Deputy Clerk/Treasurer

