Minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting held on 
Tuesday, January 6, 2015 pursuant to notice duly given.
1. Meeting called to order at 6:01 p.m. by Mayor Bostedt.

2. Roll call:  Mayor Bostedt, Darrell Anderson, Lauren Resch, Connie Bickel, Al Schreiber, Marlene Zahn, Joe Stiloski, Bob Le Breck, Jean Feldt, Sheri Groll 
Excused: Roger Reed and Attorney Calvert
Also present:   Police Chief Dan Ault, Detective Bernie Faith, Firefighter and EMS Director Andrew Hoppe, Superintendent of Public Works Jeremy Wusterbarth, Park & Rec Director John Bostedt, Administrator Sara Perrizo as recording secretary and other interested parties. 
3. Approval of Agenda

Zahn asked for item 5c to be removed from the agenda because it was not brought back by either person who opposed it at the Board of Public Works.  Mayor Bostedt countered that the Council sent this issue back to the Board of Public Works, but it was not acted on there.  Perrizo stated that Zahn is correct that only a person who voted on the prevailing side of an issue may bring it up for reconsideration.
Moved by Zahn, seconded by Schreiber to approve the agenda, removing item 5c.
Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.




8 ayes , 1 nay (Anderson)
4. Correspondence/Public Appearances
Perrizo announced that the Police & Fire Commission has appointed Bernie Faith as the new Chief of Police.  

Perrizo also stated that the offer to purchase lot 2 of the Kelly Pickle plat has been rescinded.

Dennis Martin, 313 Scherer Avenue, stated that the circulators of the petitions to eliminate the position of City Administrator did not state that Perrizo would lose her job.  They only asked to change the title to Clerk/Treasurer.  He also doesn’t appreciate comments that were made on Facebook from an individual who called the signers of the petition “idiots”.
Bonnie Radzinski, 226 Mineau Avenue, asked why and Administrator is needed.  There is a lot of money paid out and she doesn’t think the position is needed.  She congratulated the Mayor on the job she is doing.

Le Breck asked the organizers of the petitions if the clerk/treasurer position would be elected.  D. Martin stated that is up to the Council.  Le Breck commented that there were some people elected in the past who had no business being a clerk/treasurer and he sees this as taking a step backward.

Larry Bobka, 6207 Bayshore Road, is a new resident in town as well as a new business owner.  He feels that the town deserves more than this infighting, the petitions, the things on Facebook, etc.  Every person here deserves good leadership that works together.

Oralee Martin, 313 Scherer Avenue, stated that they decided to circulate the petitions because, “there are too many chiefs and not enough Indians”.  The administrative position is taking care of a lot of business that it shouldn’t be.  Martin opined that the Administrator is supposed to be an assistant to the Mayor, the Mayor was voted into office and everything that comes across the Administrator’s desk should be presented to the Mayor.  Administrator means assist.  She questioned whether Perrizo is qualified to be an Administrator and if she has taken trainings like the previous Administrator took.  Perrizo responded that she is a Certified Public Accountant with a Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting and has taken numerous training classes on Clerk duties since becoming Administrator, so yes, she is qualified.  O. Martin stated that we only need one mayor to be the CEO.  She asked if the Mayor is just a figure or a “pawn”.  She opined that all Council members and citizens should report to the Mayor. 
Le Breck stated that he represents everyone in the City, not just certain people. He was also voted into his position by the people of the City to be a watchdog.
Sean Heyrman, 209 Bitters, asked when numbers will be produced regarding the cost of each alternative.  Perrizo handed out numbers comparing the Administrator position with the Clerk/Treasurer position.

Feldt stated that she used to be of the opinion that the Mayor was the supreme ruler of our local government, but then she did some research and learned more about how things are supposed to work.  The City is run by all of the elected officials and everyone should try to work together.  When petitions are brought up to try to get rid of people because someone doesn’t like them, it is not right.  She commented that Perrizo is doing an excellent job and saving money for the City and numbers can be produced to prove it.

Kari Moody, 301 Fourth Street, works with people who have worked with Perrizo in Green Bay and Perrizo was highly respected when she worked as an auditor for Brown County.  The Mayor of Green Bay and Administrator at the County both highly respect Perrizo.  Taking out the politics, Perrizo deserves to be in this position.  She is doing a great job here and Moody hopes that she remains in the position of Administrator.

Sharon Fulton, 6202 Bayshore Road, stated that enough is enough.  The City needs someone who knows what they are doing in this position.  Perrizo is not making what it would cost to have someone else come in and do the books for the City.  We all need to work to bring Oconto “up” again.  Mayor Bostedt stated that more progress has been seen in the last three years than the ten, fifteen or twenty years previous to that.
Tom Fulton, 6202 Bayshore Road, spent six years as Mayor and a lot of work was done during those years, including Main Street and the Harbor renovations.  We are at a point where we are having meetings with no productivity.  Fulton is proud of our current council.  The previous Administrator did a marvelous job, but she had other people come in to help with the books at an extra expense.  She always said herself that she wasn’t a CPA, but she did the very best she could.  Perrizo has brought things around.  This is a multi-million dollar business.  Let’s get on with business and keep a quality person in office.  Fulton also stated that cooperation goes both ways.
Cindy Rysewyk, 600 Hansen Avenue, asked what duties were outsourced before the current Administrator was hired.  Feldt explained that all of the accounting work was outsourced and we would have to get an estimate of what that cost would be now.  Zahn said that previously Pat Kass, from Menominee, MI, did that work at a cost of up to $1,500 per month for approximately eleven years.

Karen Behnke, 516 Main Street, stated that there are a lot of people on committees and the Council and in other offices here that have worked on things in the past three years and it doesn’t seem fair to have the credit taken by one person.  Mayor Bostedt stated that she was speaking on everything as a whole and she never speaks as only one person.

5. Discussion/Recommendation on:

a. Alcohol Beverage License Applications, Applications for Temporary Class B Retailer’s License, Applications for License to Serve Fermented Beverages and/or Intoxicating Liquor and Appointment of Agents 
Mayor Bostedt read the list of names aloud and Chief Ault stated that he has no objections.

Moved by Zahn, seconded by Feldt to approve the Applications for License to Serve Fermented Beverages and/or Intoxicating Liquor.

Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.





9 ayes

b. Request by Alderperson Connie Bickel to Address the Concerns of 270 Citizens

Sue Trepanier, 323 Brazeau Avenue, stated that the Council and Mayor were all voted in to do a job.  They need to stop bickering and start working for this town and get along.  The negative comments on Facebook need to stop.  We are all here for the City and we should work together.
Bickel said that 270 people signed a petition and then it was denied.  Then another petition was started.  If people want to fight, then both questions should be put on a ballot and then we will be done with it.

Moved by Bickel to send the question to rescind ordinance 2-3-2, City Administrator and return the position of Administrator to the position of Clerk/Treasurer to referendum.
Groll asked how many of the 270 people who signed the petitions were lied to.  Her future son-in-law was told that Perrizo makes $90,000 per year and the salary would drop by $20,000 if the position went back to a clerk/treasurer.  That’s not true.  How many others were told that lie and signed the paper thinking that Perrizo makes $90,000 per year and $20,000 would be saved by making the change?  Mayor Bostedt doesn’t believe that anyone was out there telling any misconceptions, but the intention was to say that wages and benefits for Perrizo total $90,000.  If the Administrator position is deleted, then the Wage & Personnel Committee would decide the salary of a clerk/treasurer.  

Stiloski asked what would be the cost of a referendum.  Perrizo estimated $1,500 with the additional notices and printing that would be required.

Resch asked if the League of Municipalities already said that this ordinance can’t be changed.  Perrizo said that a petition can’t be done to eliminate the position.  She also read a memo from Attorney Calvert that stated that the options for this agenda item would be to refer it to the Wage & Personnel Committee or to make no motion and let the issue die.

Motion failed for lack of a second.
c. Approval of All-Way Stop at Pecor and Superior

This item was deleted from the agenda.
d. Resolution Authorizing the Discontinuance of a Portion of a City Street Owned by the City of Oconto – Adams Street between Park Avenue and Arbutus Avenue

Perrizo stated that this will be preliminary approval and a public hearing will be held before the City Council meeting in February.

Moved by Feldt, seconded by Anderson to approve the resolution authorizing the discontinuance of a portion of a city street owned by the City of Oconto – Adams Street between Park Avenue and Arbutus Avenue.

Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.





9 ayes

e. Resolution Authorizing the Discontinuance of Roadway Properties Owned by the City of Oconto – Two Alleyways Lying Between Adams Street and Jefferson Street

Perrizo stated there will also be a public hearing on this item in February.

Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Resch to approve the resolution authorizing the discontinuance of roadway properties owned by the City of Oconto – two alleyways lying between Adams Street and Jefferson Street.

Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.





9 ayes

f. Approval of Accounts Payable for the Month of December 2014 in the Amount of $317,685.06, Payroll for the Month of December 2014 in the Amount of $118,646.37 and Other Financial Reports as Presented 

Moved by Le Breck, seconded by Groll to approve the accounts payable for the month of December 2014 in the amount of $317,685.06, payroll for the month of December 2014 in the amount of $118,646.37 and other financial reports as presented.

Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.





9 ayes

g. Approval of Request from NEWCAP, Inc. for Tax Adjustment on Property Located at 222 Pecor Street 

This item was held by the Finance Committee.
h. Approval of Quote from League of Wisconsin Municipalities Mutual Insurance for 2015 Property and Liability Insurance Coverage in the Amount of $77,601

Feldt commented that this is another example of how the Administrator is saving the City money, as this cost is about $14,000 less than what is currently paid.  Mayor Bostedt said that she has been in favor of finding less expensive insurance, too.

Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Anderson to approve the quote from the League of Wisconsin Municipalities Mutual Insurance for 2015 property and liability insurance coverage in the amount of $77,601.

Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.





9 ayes

i. Approval of Quote from Xylem in the Amount of $8,906 for Submersible Pump for Park Avenue Lift Station

Wusterbarth explained that this is a replacement pump and it will be interchangeable with the pumps located at other lift stations.  This will be paid for out of the equipment replacement fund.

Moved by Zahn, seconded by Schreiber to approve the quote from Xylem in the amount of $8,906 for submersible pump for Park Avenue lift station.

Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.





9 ayes

j. Approval of Quote from Bruce Municipal Equipment in the Budgeted Amount of $15,000 for Sewer Camera for Televising

Wusterbarth explained that we currently contract out for televising service at a cost of $2,500 to $3,500 per year.  With this camera we can do our own televising.  There is a payback period of five to six years on this purchase.

Moved by Anderson, seconded by Groll to approve the quote from Bruce Municipal Equipment in the budgeted amount of $15,000 for sewer camera for televising.

Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.





9 ayes

k. Approval of Purchase of Three Monitor/Defibrillators in the Amount of $7,500

Mayor Bostedt stated that she asked the Finance Committee to send this to the Police and Fire Commission because they haven’t yet approved this purchase.  There is a proper procedure that should be followed.  However the Finance Committee approved the purchase, contingent upon approval by the Commission.

Moved by Bickel, seconded by Schreiber to approve the purchase of three monitor/defibrillators in the amount of $7,500 contingent upon approval by the Police & Fire Commission.

Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.





9 ayes

l. Approval of Final Pay Request from Peter’s Concrete for Howard Lane Project in the Amount of $45,363.43

Wusterbarth stated that this project is complete with the exception of the lighting.  The total cost of the project came in at approximately $278,000 and there was a budget of $300,000 for the project.

Moved by Zahn, seconded by Le Breck to approve the final pay request from Peter’s Concrete for Howard Lane project in the amount of $45,363.43.

Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.





9 ayes

m. Approval of Invoice from Brooks Tractor for Repairs on 1994 Loader in the Amount of $5,236.33

Wusterbarth explained that the center pin in the loader had to be replaced, which involved cutting the loader in half.  This will be partially paid out of budgeted money and partially out of the equipment replacement fund.

Moved by Resch, seconded by Feldt to approve the invoice from Brooks Tractor for Repairs on 1994 loader in the amount of $5,236.33.

Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.





9 ayes

n. Approval of Pay Request #2 from PHD Roof Doctors, Inc. in the Amount of $12,300.28 (Held from December Meeting)

Wusterbarth stated that there is still some work to be done on this project.  This item was held.
o. Part-Time Court Clerk Wages

This item was held by the Wage & Personnel Committee.
p. Mayor Bostedt stated that the Committee may vote to convene into Closed Session at approximately 6:50 p.m. pursuant to notice duly given and as allowed by Wis. Stats. 19.85(1) (e) for the purpose of deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session: 
i. Union Agreement

Moved by Feldt, seconded by Anderson to enter into closed session at 6:50 p.m.
Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.





9 ayes

Also present in closed session: Administrator Perrizo
q. Moved by Feldt, seconded by Groll to return to open session at 6:55 p.m.
Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.





9 ayes

r. Approval of Agreement Between City of Oconto and Oconto Professional Police Association – January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2017

Moved by Feldt, seconded by Groll to approve the agreement between the City of Oconto and Oconto Professional Police Association – January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2017.

Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.





9 ayes

6. Moved by Zahn, seconded by Anderson to adjourn at 7:00 p.m.
Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.







M/C
Respectfully Submitted, 








Sara J. Perrizo








Administrator

