Minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting held on 
Tuesday, May 5 2015 pursuant to notice duly given.
1. Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Bostedt.

2. Roll call:  Mayor Bostedt, Roger Reed, Darrell Anderson, Al Schreiber, Lauren Resch, Jean Feldt, Bob Le Breck, Attorney Evans 
Also present:   Police Chief Bernie Faith, Superintendent of Public Works Jeremy Wusterbarth, Fire Chief Jack Mlnarik, Fire Captain John Reed, Building Inspector and Firefighter Joe Last, Park & Rec Director John Bostedt, Administrator Sara Perrizo as recording secretary and other interested parties. 
3. Approval of Agenda

Moved by Feldt, seconded by Le Breck to approve the agenda as presented.
Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.







6 ayes
4. Correspondence/Public Appearances
Mayor Bostedt read aloud a letter from Time Warner Cable regarding their split from Comcast.

Joe Last requested that the Special Olympics car wash once again be held at the Fire Department.  The money earned stays within the Oconto County district.  Last year, the staff from the City Hall front office (including the Mayor and Administrator) paid for the water for this event.  That will happen again this year.

Mayor Bostedt said that an idea was presented to her from a citizen to have an item at the end of the meetings for one or all of the alderpersons to state something positive or favorable from the meeting.  She thinks this would be a good way to end the meetings.  Schreiber likes the meetings as they have been running and often they are long enough.  There are highs and lows during each meeting and it may be hard to find a positive sentiment in that moment.  Also, he is available to talk to anyone at anytime.  Mayor Bostedt asked for a show of hands of those who would be in favor of this.  None were raised.  Le Breck also stated that if anyone wishes to speak with him, he is available anytime.

5. Discussion/Recommendation on:

a. Appointment of Connie Bickel to the Zoning Board of Appeals 

Moved by Resch, seconded by Anderson to approve the appointment of Connie Bickel to the Zoning Board of Appeals.

Schreiber asked if the Council has any say in the decision of the Board of Appeals.  Perrizo stated that the Board’s decision is final unless appealed in Circuit Court.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.


5 ayes, 1 nay (Schreiber)
i. Alcohol Beverage License Applications, Applications for Temporary Class B Retailer’s License, Applications for License to Serve Fermented Beverages and/or Intoxicating Liquor and Appointment of Agents 
Mayor Bostedt read the list aloud and Chief Faith stated he has no objections.  Anderson doesn’t feel that Due South, LLC should serve alcohol.  This is the mini-golf course and most of the business will come from children.  

Tina Bruckner, 7486 Springbrook Rd, said that 15% of the business will be as a venue for events such as corporate teambuilding exercises.  They won’t be serving alcohol during the day, or like a bar, but need to be able to compete with other venues.  She has planned a separate area for alcohol to be served.
Mayor Bostedt said that when Bruckner first came to the City with her plans, there was no mention of alcohol.  She brought this idea up to various citizens and all have been shocked at the idea because of the children.  She asked Bruckner if she would be serving until 2 a.m.  Bruckner replied that they will close at 11 p.m. at the latest.  Schreiber spoke with business people and all said they didn’t understand why the mini-golf course would be different from any other business.  Shopko and convenience stores sell alcohol.  It is up to the person applying to follow the rules and, if there are problems, the license can be pulled.  Bruckner is investing in the City.  Some companies use places like this for team-building and the responsibility is on the person running the business.  Wayne’s Family Restaurant sells beer and wine and there is a salon on Main Street that serves wine.  
Feldt opined that this seems like prohibition.  Kids go to the golf course and bowling alley and there is alcohol served there.  It would be unjust to deny this.  Anderson said that there is no consumption at stores and kids are not allowed on the bar side at the bowling alley.  He wife has attended team-building events and there has never been alcohol there.  Reed asked if there would be a separate building for alcohol.  Bruckner said that it will be the same building, but she knows the laws.  If she is competing with other venues that serve alcohol, why can’t she serve it, too?  Le Breck doesn’t know of any other mini-golf courses that serve alcohol.  Bruckner explained that they are not going after special events like she will be.  Le Breck said that this was supposed to be family-oriented.  How will security be handled?  Bruckner said that there are laws on how to handle that.  Schreiber said that Thompson’s is open until 10 p.m. and has no security.  There is also no security at bars.  Resch said that the bartenders are in charge of security and asked Faith if he had any concerns.  Faith said that this is a Council decision.  Anything can happen and it would have to be dealt with by the business.  Feldt feels that it is unfair to treat Bruckner differently.  She just wants the ability to compete.  Mayor Bostedt asked if alcohol will be served daily.  Bruckner is not sure yet.
Le Breck asked where the alcohol would be served.  Will the area be closed or fenced?  Bruckner feels it’s her right to be able to serve.  She won’t be able to lock anyone out of the area, but it will be on the other side of the building.  Anderson said that this has been in the works for over a year and there has never been a plan presented that included serving alcohol.  Resch questioned how much different this really is from a regular golf course.  Mayor Bostedt replied that there are not as many kids at a regular golf course and most of the alcohol is consumed inside.  

Schreiber said that another business on Main Street has made a lot of changes to how they serve and their entertainment area and they haven’t been required to fight for their liquor license.  

Moved by Resch, seconded by Le Breck to approve the Alcohol Beverage License Applications, Applications for License to Serve Fermented Beverages and/or Intoxicating Liquor and Appointment of Agents except for the Due South, LLC new and renewal license applications and appointment of agent.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.



6 ayes

Moved by Anderson, seconded by Le Breck to deny the new and renewal Alcohol Beverage License Applications and Appointment of Agent for Due South, LLC.

Motion failed upon electronically recorded vote.

1 aye (Le Breck), 5 nays

Alderperson Anderson requested to reconsider his vote.

Moved by Le Breck, seconded by Anderson to reconsider the previous vote.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.
4 ayes, 2 nays (Schreiber, Feldt)

Reconsideration of Original Motion to deny the new and renewal Alcohol Beverage License Applications and Appointment of Agent for Due South, LLC.

Motion tied upon electronically recorded vote.  3 ayes, 3 nays (Schreiber, Resch, Feldt)

Mayor Bostedt broke the tie in favor of denial.  Motion carried.
b. Newcap Update

Le Breck stated that the City has tried several times to get a payment in lieu of taxes (PILOT) from Newcap and they have refused.  He referred to a handout that was on the alderpersons’ desks which showed that Newcap had $5,161,323 in “corporate funds” left to spend in February of 2014.  He questioned some of the expenses that Newcap claims, including wages & fringes for managing the properties.  Attorney Evans said that, since Newcap is non-profit, they should have to give us their tax returns to prove their numbers.  
Perrizo stated that the City did invoice Newcap about ten days ago.  Wusterbarth suggested that, if they don’t pay within 30 days, we should stop garbage and recycling pick-ups for their properties.  Schreiber actually discussed this with Senator Hansen’s office and they suggested that we do not do that.

Moved by Feldt, seconded by Schreiber to direct the Administrator to obtain the 2014 tax return for Newcap.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes
c. Ordinance Creating City Council Vice-President

Moved by Feldt, seconded by Le Breck to approve the ordinance creating City Council Vice-President.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes
d. Request for City Administrator to Attend “Investing in Healthy Rural Communities” Conference on July 1, 2015

Perrizo explained that Laura Cormier, of Bellin Hospital, has asked that she attend this conference with her.  Mayor Bostedt had asked if Perrizo would take vacation for this day, to which Perrizo replied she would not because this would be work-related.  Mayor Bostedt asked Perrizo how much she makes per day.  Perrizo calculated approximately $280.  Mayor Bostedt asked how this conference would relate to the City.  Perrizo said that part of the conference will discuss how healthcare in rural communities helps with economic development.  Schreiber stated that healthcare is important to the City and we are lucky to have the hospital here.  We should maintain a good relationship with the hospital as having it here helps to bring in new business.

Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Feldt to approve the City Administrator attending the “Investing in Healthy Rural Communities” conference on July 1, 2015.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes
e. Approval of Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan

Tom Sasse and Don Denor were present from the Forestry Committee for this item.  J. Bostedt explained that this will be a guide for citizens to use if they recognize an Emerald Ash Borer on a tree in their yard.  A copy of the plan will be available on the City’s website as well as at City Hall.  We took the first step in fighting this by not allowing firewood to be brought into the campground beginning last year.  Denor said that the plan will also give the City a “heads-up” because if all of the Ash trees located on public property have to be cut down and replaced, that will become very expensive.  Mayor Bostedt said that the next step is to identify the location of all Ash trees in the City.

Schreiber asked if there is a policy regarding bringing firewood into the City. Also, a lot of the EAB is transported on pallets and Schreiber sees a lot of them sitting around town.  Denor isn’t sure how pallets could be regulated, but it is illegal to move firewood from a contaminated area to a non-contaminated area.
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Anderson to approve the Emerald Ash Borer Management Plan.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes
f. Approval to Permit a Wedding to be Held at the End of the Harbor Causeway on August 29, 2015

Reed stated that the Harbor Commission brought up the idea of having the wedding on the jetty, but some of the guests will be using walkers and wheel chairs and it would be difficult for them to navigate the jetty.  The wedding will only take one to one and one half hours and the causeway will only be blocked off past the jetty.  Reed will volunteer his time, if needed, to help defray costs.  
Mayor Bostedt was told that Judge Bake has performed other weddings on the causeway in the past.  Reed also said that the Harbor Commission will address any other proposed weddings on a case-by-case basis. Schreiber has a concern about shutting the causeway down because sometimes people come here to see it.  
The bride-to-be, Holly, 322 Jefferson Street, has no objection if anyone else wants to go onto the causeway during the wedding.  Feldt said that this will only be for one hour and it could end up being a kind of attraction.

Moved by Reed, seconded by Feldt to approve a wedding to be held at the end of the Harbor Causeway on August 29, 2015.

Schreiber said that he would vote in favor, but felt as though he needed to bring up the other side of the issue.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes
g. Accounts Payable for the Month of April 2015 in the Amount of $754,346.12, Payroll for the Month of April 2015 in the Amount of $164,177.62 and Other Financial Reports as Presented 

Moved by Le Breck, seconded by Feldt to approve the accounts payable for the month of April 2015 in the amount of $754.346.12, payroll for the month of April 2015 in the amount of $164,177.62 and other financial reports as presented.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes
h. Building Permit Fee for Maintenance Projects

No action was taken on this item at the Finance Committee.
i. Approval to Contract with Crack Filling Services for Crack Filling of City Streets in the Amount of $20,000

Wusterbarth explained that this is done every year and we have been using this contractor for about 7-10 years because of their quality of work.
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Reed to approve the contract with Crack Filing Services for crack filling of City streets in the amount of $20,000.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes
j. Approval of Invoice from Cargill in the Amount of $6,036.11 for Road Salt

Wusterbarth said that this is part of the contract with the DOT.  The salt has to be gone from their dock by April or the City would have to pay storage fees.
Moved by Le Breck, seconded by Anderson to approve the invoice from Cargill in the amount of $6,036.11 for road salt.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes

k. Approval to Contract with Robert E. Lee & Associates in the Amount of $22,800 for Neddo, Pierce and Hazen Street Construction Projects

Wusterbarth stated that these roads have been on the capital improvements plan for quite a while.  Because part of the storm sewer will be replaced, the DNR requires an engineer to do the planning.  He is hoping to start the project in July.
Moved by Feldt, seconded by Anderson to approve contracting with Robert E. Lee & Associates in the amount of $22,800 for Neddo, Pierce and Hazen Street construction projects.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes

l. Approval of Invoice from Oconto County Highway Department in the Amount of $5,891.71 for Manhole Tarring & Bridge Inspection

Wusterbarth said that this work was done in December and January.   A portion of it is Utility work and will therefore be paid for by the Utility.  This work is done every year.
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Reed to approve the invoice from Oconto County Highway Department in the amount of $5,891.71 for manhole tarring & bridge inspection.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes

m. Approval of Bid from Broadway Automotive for Truck for Wastewater Treatment Plant in the Amount of $28,534.61

Wusterbarth explained that he looked at used vehicles, but most of them are run to the end of their service life.  He advertised and sent bids to 4 dealers in the area and only one responded.  This will be paid for out of the equipment replacement fund.  The Utility puts money in that fund each month for items such as this.

Moved by Anderson, seconded by Resch to approve the bid from Broadway Automotive for truck for wastewater treatment plant in the amount of $28,534.61.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes

n. Approval of Bid from Monroe Truck Equipment for Utility Box for New Truck for Wastewater Treatment Plant in the Amount of $13,091

Wusterbarth stated that this is for the utility box and crane for the truck.  Currently, we contract out each time a pump at a lift station needs to be lifted at a cost of $180 per hour.  This will save that expense.
Moved by Reed, seconded by Anderson to approve the bid from Monroe Truck Equipment for utility box for new truck for wastewater treatment plant in the amount of $13,091.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes

o. Approval of Three-Year Agreement with FiveStar Fireworks, Inc. for Fourth of July Fireworks Show in the Amount of $5,300 per Year

Perrizo explained that this is the company we have been using for several years.  Last year, they agreed to give us $6,000 worth of product for $5,500 and this year they agreed to take off $200 per year if we sign a three-year agreement.  Mayor Bostedt said that we have the ability to get out of the contract if money is not budgeted for the show.
Moved by Feldt, seconded by Le Breck to approve the three-year agreement with FiveStar Fireworks, Inc. for Fourth of July fireworks show in the amount of $5,300 per year.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes

p. Approval of Quote from Electrical Services and Supplies, Inc. in the Amount of $10,844 for Installation of LED Lights at the Library

Mayor Bostedt stated that this is a budgeted item.
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Resch to approve the quote from Electrical Services and Supplies, Inc. in the amount of $10,844 for installation of LED lights at the Library.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes

q. Interim Fire Chief Compensation
Perrizo explained that the Police & Fire Commission appointed Captain John Reed as Interim Fire Chief and recommended a wage of $64,500 with Reed continuing to pay 4.9% into state retirement.
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Anderson to approve the Interim Fire Chief compensation of $64,500 with the Interim Fire Chief continuing to pay 4.9% into Wisconsin Retirement.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes

Before adjournment, Wusterbarth informed the Committee that the letters regarding the radium in well number seven have gone out.  There is a meeting with the DNR on May 18 to talk about alternatives to correct the issue.   Drilling a new well is not an option due to cost.  One possibility is shutting down the zones that have higher formations.  Another option is lowering the level of the well.  Everything is running fine right now on the two remaining wells.

6. Moved by Le Breck, seconded by Feldt to adjourn at 7:44 p.m.
Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.







M/C
Respectfully Submitted, 








Sara J. Perrizo








Administrator

