Minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting held on 
Tuesday, March 1, 2016 pursuant to notice duly given.
1. Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Bostedt.

2. Roll call:  Mayor Bostedt, Darrell Anderson, Al Schreiber, Lauren Resch, Bob Le Breck, Roger Reed, Jean Feldt and Attorney Erickson
Also present:   Police Chief Bernie Faith, Fire Chief John Reed, Firefighter/Building Inspector Joe Last, Superintendent of Public Works Jeremy Wusterbarth, Administrator Sara Perrizo as recording secretary and other interested parties. 
3. Approval of Agenda

Moved by Resch, seconded by Le Breck to approve the agenda, moving items 5g and 5h ahead of 5a.
Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.







6 ayes
Although some items were taken out of order, they are show here numerically for simplicity.

4. Correspondence/Public Appearances
Perrizo thanked Wusterbarth and the staff of the Public Works department for cleaning, organizing and adding storage to the upstairs storage area and downstairs vault in City Hall.  This was a massive project that is much appreciated.

Wusterbarth stated that there are some recycling charges that will be increasing due to increases that were made by the County.  This includes charges for small electronics, Freon items and ballasts.  

Schreiber stated that the Park & Rec Department did an excellent job with Winterfest.  He was also very pleased to see that Dylan Lukas, the person who spoke in favor of the bicycle park, was there all day raising funds for the park.  Mayor Bostedt said that there were 12 chili entries this year and 101 bowls were sold, both of which were record numbers.  In all, $1,203.25 was raised for the bicycle park.

Wusterbarth gave an update on well number 7, which has been in non-compliance with the DNR due to radium levels.  The most recent level was 4.54 and the level needs to be less than 4.50 to get back into compliance.  The well is going in the right direction and will hopefully be able to get back online without significant cost to the Utility.

5. Discussion/Recommendation on:

a. Alcohol Beverage License Applications, Applications for Temporary Class B Retailer’s License, Applications for License to Serve Fermented Beverages and/or Intoxicating Liquor and Appointment of Agents 
Mayor Bostedt read the list of applications aloud.  Chief Faith stated that he has no objections.

Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Resch to approve the Applications for Temporary Class B Retailer’s License and Applications for License to Serve Fermented Beverages and/or Intoxicating Liquor.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes

b. Building Inspection Update

J. Reed went over the report for February.  Regarding the property at 106 Center Street, where there was a recent fire, the cost of repairs are escalating.  Per City ordinance, if the cost of repairs are greater than 50% of the value of the home, the City can issue a raze order.  If we do that, the lot will then be unbuildable under City ordinance.  The home next to this property was already razed and that lot is also now non-buildable.  J. Reed suggests that we use the raze order to get this property cleaned up.  In addition, there are several other properties in the City that we would like to issue raze orders for, and this would set a precedent for that.  Perrizo stated that the owner of this property does have the option to take a partial insurance payout and walk away from the property without cleaning it up.  If the City issues the raze order, the property owner will be required to clean the property up in order to receive the full payout of the insurance policy.  Therefore, Perrizo agrees that we should issue the raze order, so that the City has some guarantee that the property will be cleaned up.  Erickson stated that she was initially reluctant to issue the raze order because there is no promise that the owner will rebuild on the two lots.  However, given the amount of money that he will get and the fact that the property will be cleaned up, she agrees with issuing the raze order.  
Mayor Bostedt understands that the costs to fix the house are increasing and the owner will have to expend money on his own if he were to repair it.  The owner is a victim here.  However, the Mayor would hope we would have proof of the repair costs before we move forward.  J. Reed stated that it may be detrimental to get involved in the costs.  The amount that has been given to us now is greater than 50% of the value and is therefore enough for us to order the home to be razed.  Erickson noted that we need a written request before a decision can be made.  

Schrieber thinks the best thing to do is to the let the people in the Inspection and Fire Departments do their jobs and to keep politics out of this.  Anderson doesn’t see why the City should be involved with what the owner gets from his insurance company as that is not our concern.  Perrizo agrees and reiterated that the point of issuing the raze order is that the insurance company will require the owner to clean up the property.  Le Breck is more worried about what the neighbors have to look at if the property isn’t cleaned up.  J. Reed explained that City ordinance gives the owner one year to clean up, repair or raze the property.  
J. Reed continued with the Building Inspection report.  Anderson asked if a timeline is given to people when they receive notices that repairs to their property are required.  Faith explained that the 14-day notices that are sent ask that the property owner provide a plan for the required repairs.  Anderson noted that some people can’t afford to make the repairs.  Faith said that is something that we have to address.  We do have information on some grant programs that we distribute to people.  J. Reed said that we are trying to change the culture of the City.  There has been discussion on possibly having a public forum to educate the public because we really do want to help people.  Mayor Bostedt said that this is something new and it will therefore be a slow process, but it will benefit the City in the long-run.  We need this to happen in order for the City to grow.  Schreiber noted that, by doing this now, we won’t have houses that need to be torn down at taxpayer expense, like we do now.

c. Approval of Payroll for the Month of February 2016 in the Amount of $112,988.78, Accounts Payable for the Month of January 2016 in the Amount of $1,375,638.15 and Other Financial Reports as Presented 

Moved by Le Breck, seconded by Anderson to approve payroll for the month of February 2016 in the amount of $112,988.78, accounts payable for the month of January 2016 in the amount of $1,375,638.15 and other financial reports as presented.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes

d. Approval of Invoice from KerberRose, S.C. in the Amount of $5,800 for Audit Services

Mayor Bostedt stated that the Finance Committee denied $600 of these charges, which Perrizo will contact KerberRose about.
Moved by Le Breck, seconded by Anderson to approve the invoice from KerberRose, S.C. in the amount of $5,200 for audit services and to deny the additional charges of $600.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes

e. Approval of Invoice from DeGroot, Inc. in the Amount of $3,166.47 for Repair of Sludge Line at WWTP

Wusterbarth explained that this invoice is for a ruptured sludge line that needed to be repaired.
Moved by Le Breck, seconded by Resch to approve the invoice from DeGroot, Inc. in the amount of $3,166.47 for repair of sludge line at WWTP.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes
f. Approval of Harbor Development Three Year Statement of Intentions

Mayor Bostedt stated that this is something the City does each year to keep us in the eye of the State in the event that we decide to apply for a grant.  The projects include the purchase of replacement buoys, purchase of dredging equipment and bulkhead improvements.

Moved by Anderson, seconded by Resch to approve the Harbor Development Three Year Statement of Intentions.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes
g. Approval of 5K and 10K Routes for “Miles 4 Madyson” Run/Walk on May 14, 2016

Paul LeTourneau was present to discuss this item.  There are two routes, both of which begin at LeTourneau Plastics plant 2.  LeTourneau would like to close Mott Street for the run/walk from 6 am to noon and he is in the process of getting signatures from the residents in the area.  The start/finish line would then be in the road, which would allow for the event to be chip timed.  This will also add to the safety of the event.  LeTourneau also spoke with Wusterbarth about having no parking on Main Street during the event.  Wusterbarth stated that he met with Chief Faith and went over the routes, which are similar to the routes for the Kiwanis run/walk that have been approved in recent years.  Wusterbarth sees no reason not to approve the routes. 
Moved by Feldt, seconded by Anderson to approve the 5K and 10K routes for “Miles 4 Madyson” run/walk on May 14, 2016.

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes
h. Approval of Street Closure Request of Huron Avenue and Approval to Temporarily Suspend Ordinance 11-2-7 to Allow Amplified Music to be Played Until Midnight on August 27, 2016 for 2016 Summer Jam

Steve Peterson was present to discuss this item.  This will be the third year for Summer Jam.  Peterson wants to bring local bands and possibly one larger band from out of town in an effort to bring the community together.  He has always loved Oconto and wants to have a big event to bring people out.  Last year there were no incidents, with the exception of one issue with the volume level.  However, the volume was turned down for the last 1 ½ hours of the show and everything was fine.  This year, Peterson is asking for the event to run until midnight because last year more people came out later versus earlier in the day.  Also, there is a Tom Petty revival band that he would like to have play, but they will not be able to get here until 9:30 or 10 p.m.  
Schreiber stated that he was apprehensive last year about this, but feels that Peterson did an excellent job as a whole with the event.  He has no problem with the street closure for this and no problem with the music playing until midnight.  However, he does not agree with suspending the ordinance.  If the volume is kept down, Schreiber doesn’t think that the Police Department will have a problem with it.  Peterson stated that he just wanted to make everyone aware of what the plans are for the event this year.  Erickson stated that, from a legal aspect, if the Council waives the ordinance, it would be for the City as a whole.  Therefore, if anyone else wanted to be loud that night, the Police Department would have no power to do anything about it.  If the music at Summer Jam is played until midnight and the noise levels are kept down, that would be fine.  However, the Police Department needs to have the authority to be able to issue warnings and/or shut down loud noise if necessary that night.  Mayor Bostedt clarified that it was she, not Peterson, who brought up the issue of waiving the ordinance, to make sure that everything was covered legally.  Faith feels that the officers do a wonderful job of using discretion and he doesn’t see any reason or need to waive the ordinance for this event.

Le Breck asked about the drinking of alcohol on roads and sidewalks.  Erickson stated that patrons would be doing so at their own risk.

Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Reed to approve the street closure request of Huron Avenue on August 27, 2016 for 2016 Summer Jam.
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.




6 ayes
6. Moved by Le Breck, seconded by Schreiber to adjourn at 7:21 p.m.
Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.







M/C
Respectfully Submitted, 








Sara J. Perrizo








Administrator

