PARK & REC COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16th, 2017 @ 6:00 P.M.

CITY HALL / COUNCIL CHAMBERS

1. The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Hearley. 

2. Roll Call:  Sue Anderson, Diane Motiff, Todd Hearley 

Excused:  Dean Reed

Absent:  Tere Hochmuth

Also Present:  Director of Parks, Rec. and Forestry John Bostedt, Cliff and Ida – representatives of Holtwood Campground, + one other
3. Motiff motioned for approval of agenda; Anderson seconded. 

(3 Ayes)
4. Approval of the Park & Rec. Minutes from the July 12th, 2017 Meeting was summoned by Anderson with a second of Motiff.



(3 Ayes)
5. Public Input:  The Wittkopf Disk golf representative wanted to find out about the basket that needs to be replaced:  it will be ordered.  Hole 1 and 3 are being leveled with the Bobcat.  More dirt will be added.  A wet summer is much to blame for maintenance difficulties.
6. Correspondence:  None.
7. Discussion/recommendation/action on the following:

a) Parks & Recreation

i. Update on Skateboard Park/Fundraisers for Bike/Skateboard Park— With the success of this project (a remarkable 3 year accomplishment) the issue can be eliminated from our agenda.  It was noted that a dozen youth with parents were enjoying it this evening.  Director Bostedt checks the facility 3 times daily.  Open House had P.R. in the Oconto County Reporter.  
 ii. Bird City— No update.
 iii. Ideas from Joint Committees Meeting— We are working on a September meeting with Dale Mohr.
 iv. Adult Volleyball League is still in action:  next week games yet and then play-offs.  Beach water is rising.  
v. Park Playgrounds have been safety checked and replacements made of all needs.
b) Aageson Pool

i. Pool Maintenance 8/8/2017 marked a shut down for tiles, chemicals, and a drain and refill.  Drain covers last 20 years; we have 11 years left; new stainless steel bolts are implanted yearly.  All the 2017 season rain changes the Ph and it must be equalized.  State inspection noted 6 minor infractions:  Aageson Pool was rated among the top 2 in this ½ of WI.  It has a #293 maximum capacity which will to be added to its entry sign.  Lifeguards have been informed of inspection expectations or STATE closure becomes possible any time of the season.
ii. Deep Well Training— This is a Bond Center class operating mornings (9:30 a.m.).  Our pool is deep enough to accompany their need.  A lifeguard besides the instructor must be present.
iii. Pool Schedule for August— We hope to make it past Labor Day but this depends on college openings:  we’ll know soon.  Max, from Gillett, has now picked up hours.  At our facility the new speakers are working.  Despite infractions by the public, rules are on the website, every price and party sheet, and on the pass:  youth under 8 years-old require a present adult.  
iv. Pool Party Rentals— Pool closings will cost more in the future due to pass holder privilege.  One day a week should be designated for a party:  Sunday 5 – 7 p.m. closing at a higher fee.  This year we have had 13 parties with 4 requesting pool closure.  Tabled for our discussion early winter.
c) Holtwood Campground 

i. Update Bathroom/Shower Building— Trista Hobbs/UPEA will be here at the September meeting.  We discussed a possible mobile unit (showers/bathroom facilities) while we build our new unit in summer.
ii. Campground Manager’s Report— Holtwood Manager Rex Loendorf/excused dropped off the report.  Camper numbers are up.  The shelter is even more significant: a storm shelter is an absolute necessity.  We have purchased a hydraulic dump accessory to add to our existing Gater that makes wood processing more efficient.
iii. Campground Manger’s Update— See above.
iv. EAA Camper Rentals-- It was concluded that they will camp here in Oconto if they want a quiet getaway; we did have a few.
d) City Park/City Park Campground has 2 or 3 sites reserved presently; 5 sites in reserve at the end of the month.  Mother Nature has kept the beach at constant challenge upkeep.  Golf carts have proved successful this year.
e) Holtwood Sporting Complex

i. 13 year old Boys Baseball Championship Game— Two Sunday’s ago Park and Rec. created signs and had concessions available at the pool:  $100 in 2 hours.  Discussion centered on the concession stand on the field which is available to groups to make money.  Anderson felt this an opportunity on which she will concentrate.
ii. Girls’ Softball AAU practice— Tryouts have been happening and are ahead.
 iii. Remaining League Games— Done.
 iv. Fall League Baseball— Diamond 1 and 2 may be in use via Oconto school teams.
v. 5k Glow Walk/Run had Pavilion rental and reported helping 32 this year.  Angela Belongia expressed a thank you to Park and Rec. for their help!
8. Parks Update
a) City Docks – Tere Hochmuth – Has been cut despite summer 2017 a wet season.  The Dock was moved up, says Bostedt.  Unfortunately the air vent on the west side of the building was vandalized with a rock.  It will be fixed.
b) City Park & Campground – Diane Motiff - It looks good:  ½ is complete with chips.  Rentals are on the books until the end of September, says Bostedt.  We still anticipate spray painting in the Pavilion.
c) Copper Culture – Todd Hearley – Vandalism is on hold.
d) Freedom Park – All - Fountain vandalism (for the 4th time) caused an end with summer disappointment.  Electrical Services is obtaining new keys, thereafter the clock will be repaired.
e) Holtwood Park – Sue Anderson – Gradually it is closing down and Winter Wonderland planning is in planning via Sam Boucher.
f) Sharp Park – Dean Reed – Busy.
g) Bond Park – Diane Motiff – Used.  Treated woodchips are in place.
9. Park Special Events: 

a) Friday/Saturday Aim Fishing Tournament @ Breakwater Park & Harbor

August 11th & 12th    Bostedt reported that it went well with 57 boats at the Dockside.  He informed that the Harbor Commission needs to insist on rental of 4 port-a-potties as the City of Oconto utility bills are high.
b) Sheboygan Walleye Tournament @ Breakwater Park & Harbor- Saturday, August 20th    Bostedt also informed that 110 boats will be involved.  Launch fees will be expected for those without a seasonal pass.  The Oconto Sportsman’s Club is heavily invested:  commendable.
10.) Next meeting date/time:  Wednesday, September 13 @ 6 p.m.



   Agenda:  2018 Budget

11.) Motiff called for adjournment with a second of Anderson @ 7:48 p.m.   (M/C)
Minutes submitted by

Susan K. Seidl
