
Minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting held on  

Tuesday, June 4, 2019 pursuant to notice duly given. 

 

1. Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Heier. 

 

Roll call:  Mayor Heier, Dean Reed, Al Schreiber, Jean Feldt, Wes Markusen, Kim Bronikowski, 

Roger Reed, Attorney Calvert  

Also present:   Fire Chief John Reed, Police Chief Mike Rehberg, Superintendent of Public Works Jeremy 

Wusterbarth, Building Inspector Joe Last (excused at 6:12 p.m.), Administrator Sara Perrizo and as recording 

secretary and other interested parties.  

 

2. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by Feldt, seconded by D. Reed to approve the agenda. 

Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.        6 ayes 

 

3. Correspondence/Public Appearances 

a. Letter from Joe Stiloski – the letter was included in the Council packets 
 
Perrizo read a letter from Jeff Belongia, the City’s bond advisor, regarding the City’s recent credit 
upgrade to A+. 
 
Perrizo also gave an update on Waterfest, stating that there will be an aerial show, the Zoomobile and 
other events.  There are 27 vendors currently signed up. 
 
Perrizo informed that the July COW meeting would normally be held on July 2.  The consensus of the 
Committee was to bypass the COW meeting and just have a City Council meeting on July 9. 
 
Finally, Perrizo told the Committee that the truck pulls for the upcoming weekend had to be cancelled 
due to the wet conditions.  They City is working with WUMPA to reschedule the event. 
 
Mayor Heier showed a picture of the proposed pedestrian bridge and stated that the Chamber is hoping 
to have it in place by Spring of 2020.  The exit ramp on the side of the Campground will lead out of the 
Campground and only one camping site will be lost. 
 
Chief Reed told the Committee that on the Saturday after the first round of flooding this year, he was 
contacted by a neighbor who was looking for sand bags.  Reed spoke with Perrizo and then 
Wusterbarth, who asked Foreman Rick Schultz to assist.  The neighbor was very grateful for the help and 
for the clean-up work that the City did on Harbor Road.  Another neighbor told Reed that Oconto has 
the best Utility in the country as far as service goes. 

 
4. Discussion/Recommendation on: 

a. Alcohol Beverage License Applications, Applications for Temporary Class B Retailer’s License, 
Applications for License to Serve Fermented Beverages and/or Intoxicating Liquor and Appointment 
of Agents (see attached list) 
 



Mayor Heier read the list of applicants.  Chief Rehberg stated he had no objections. 
 
Moved by Feldt, seconded by Bronikowski to approve the Alcohol Beverage License Applications, 
Applications for Temporary Class B Retailer’s License, Applications from License to Serve 
Fermented Beverages and/or Intoxicating Liquor and Appointment of Agents. 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     6 ayes 
 

b. Building Inspection Report 
Last reported that 54 permits were issued in May, for a total of 144 year-to-date, with an estimated 
project value of $2.8 million.  He and Calvert are following up on past-due ordinance issues and 
raze/repair orders have been issued for the LaFortune properties that require them.   

 

c. Police and Fire Reports 
Chief Rehberg stated that there were 45 ordinance violations and 508 total complaints in May.  A 
drug interdiction was done in the city on May 23 and numerous area local and state agencies 
assisted.  The interdiction was for 8 hours and there were 123 traffic stops made, with 60 citations 
given.  There were also 39 K-9 deployments with 26 positive hits.  Amounts of Methamphetamines, 
narcotics, illegal prescription medications and THC were all taken of the streets.  Two of our officers 
are going to Florence County at the end of the month to assist with an interdiction there. 
 
Chief Reed stated that the department is looking at updating the radio system.  Initial estimates 
were $25-$45 thousand, but they are taking a different approach and the cost will be estimated at 
$8,000.   

 

d. Accounts Payable for the Month of May 2019 in the Amount of $268,132.83, Payroll for the Month 
of May 2019 in the Amount of $140,470.07, and other Financial Reports as Presented 

 

Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Markusen to approve the accounts payable, payroll and other 
financial reports for the month of May. 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     6 ayes 

 

e. Updated Bond Rating from Standard & Poors 
Perrizo stated that the department heads and Council all played a part in the upgraded rating.  This 
was truly a team effort. 
 
Moved by Feldt, seconded by D. Reed to accept the updated bond rating. 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded roll call vote.    6 ayes 

 

f. Resolution Changing the Requirements that Certain City Officials Must Execute and File an Official 
Bond 
 
Perrizo explained that, in the past, bond were required for the office staff during tax collection time.  
The cost of the bonds was around $2,000.  In 2017, the State passed legislation allowing employees 
to be covered under the City’s liability policy, so bonds will no longer be needed. 



 

Moved by D. Reed, seconded by Bronikowski to approve the resolution changing the 
requirements that certain city officials must execute and file an official bond. 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     6 ayes 

 

g. Resolution re: Municipal Disaster Proclamation 
Perrizo explained the Tim Magnin, Emergency Management Director for Oconto County, brought 
this to the city as a possibility to get some funding for the damage to the causeway. 
 
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by D. Reed to approve the resolution regarding municipal disaster 
proclamation. 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     6 ayes 

 

h. Request to Carryover $43,190 in Unspent Budgeted Funds for Vehicle Replacement (Public Works) 
from 2018 to 2019 
 
Perrizo explained that these funds are carried over each year. 
 
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Markusen to approve the carryover over request of $43,190 for 
vehicle replacement in the Public Works budget. 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     6 ayes 

 

i. Update on Damage to Harbor Causeway 
Wusterbarth handed out a spreadsheet showing that there are $67,726.86 in expenses for the 
repairs.  Approximately 600 feet had damaged asphalt and the remainder of the damage was under 
the road.  In addition, the south side of the causeway needs similar repairs at a cost of $60-$75 
thousand.  He would like to start that work in July.  Schreiber asked if grants would be available to 
offset some of the cost.  Wusterbarth is looking into that.  Mayor Heier spoke to a staff member at 
Tammy Baldwin’s office who is also looking for grants and other funding sources to assist with this 
cost.   
 
Wusterbarth also stated that he is doing design studies on Harbor Road and Bayshore Road.  He is 
open to ideas and will bring forth a proposal in the future. 
 
Moved by R. Reed, seconded by Schreiber to proceed with the needed repair work on the south 
side of the causeway. 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     6 ayes 

 

j. Approval to Purchase MCI Training Kit at a Cost Not to Exceed $5,000 
J. Reed stated that after the recent MCI (mass casualty incident) training at Newcap, he had a 
discussion with Rehberg and they both felt that the training needed to be more realistic.  For 
example, Fire and EMS personnel need to know how to handle guns if an officer gets shot.  The MCI 
equipment can be purchased for under $5,000. 



 

Moved by Markusen, seconded by D. Reed to approve the purchase of a MCI training kit at a cost 
not to exceed $5,000. 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     6 ayes 
 

k. Approval of Invoice from Oconto County Highway Department in the Amount of $6,121.35 
 
Wusterbarth explained that this invoice is for rental of a truck in the Winter, patch for patching and 
parts for the Bobcat. 
 
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Bronikowski to approve the invoice from Oconto County 
Highway department in the amount of $6,121.35 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     6 ayes 
 

l. Approval of Invoice from Vacuum, Pump & Compressor, Inc. in the amount of $4,476.94 for New 
Pump at Superior Avenue Lift Station 
 
Wusterbarth stated that the pump at the Superior Avenue lift station went down, so the backup 
pump had to be put into service.  This invoice is to purchase a new backup pump. 
 
Moved by Feldt, seconded by D. Reed to approve the invoice from Vacuum, Pump & Compressor, 
Inc. in the amount of $4,476.94 for new pump at Superior Avenue lift station. 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     6 ayes 
 

m. Approval of the 2018 CMAR Report for the Wisconsin DNR 
Wusterbarth stated that this report is filed with the DNR and the wastewater treatment plant gets a 
grade as a result.  At this time, the plant has a 4.0, which is a perfect score. 
 
Moved by D. Reed, seconded by Bronikowski to approve the 2018 CMAR report. 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     6 ayes 
 

n. Mayor Heier stated that the committee may vote to convene into Closed Session at approximately 
6:45 p.m., pursuant to notice duly given and as allowed by Wis. Stats. 19.85(1) (e) for the purpose of 
deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or 

conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a 

closed session for the following items: 
i. Discussion on Possible Land Purchase  

ii. Discussion on Possible Sale of City Property 
 
Moved by Feldt, seconded by Markusen to enter into closed session at 6:45 p.m. 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded roll call vote.    6 ayes 
 
Also present in closed session: Attorney Calvert, Administrator Perrizo 



 
o. Moved by Markusen, seconded by Bronikowski to return to open session at 6:55 p.m. 

Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.       6 ayes 
 

p. Action/Discussion on Matters from Closed Session 
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Feldt to reject the counteroffer on the discussed property. 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     6 ayes 
 
Moved by R. Reed, seconded by Feldt to approve the proposed agreement to purchase city-owned 
property. 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     6 ayes 
 

5. Moved by D. Reed, seconded by Bronikowski to adjourn at 6:56 p.m. 
Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.        M/C 

 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  

        Sara Perrizo, CPA 
        City Administrator 


