
Minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting held on  

Tuesday, August 6, 2019 pursuant to notice duly given. 

 

1. Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Heier. 

 

2. Roll call:  Mayor Heier, Al Schreiber, Jean Feldt, Wes Markusen, Kim Bronikowski, 

Roger Reed, Attorney Calvert 

Excused: Dean Reed  

Also present:   Police Captain Josh Bostedt, Fire Chief John Reed, Police Chief Mike Rehberg, Superintendent 

of Public Works Jeremy Wusterbarth, Parks & Recreation Director Jon Bostdt, Building Inspector Joe Last, 

Administrator Sara Perrizo and as recording secretary and other interested parties.  

 

3. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by Feldt, seconded by Markusen to approve the agenda. 

Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.        5 ayes 

 

4. Correspondence/Public Appearances 

Mayor Heier read aloud a resolution regarding National Rail Safety week.  The resolution was signed by 

Heier and Perrizo and will be returned to the railroad. 

 

Logan Frye, 218 Scherer, presented an idea to implement an Oconto community flower garden.  He is 13 

years old and the idea started as a school project.  His plan is to purchase land by Spring of 2020 and then 

donate it to the city.  No location has been chosen yet.  He feels that the garden will help socially and 

economically and bring more environmental awareness.  He is hosting fundraisers now and asked the 

Council for location ideas, if he would need to purchase the land and if he would be allowed to move 

forward with the project.  Mayor Heier asked what would be done with the flowers from the garden.  Frye 

said that they would remain in the garden for people to look at.  Mayor Heier suggested contacting Mr. 

Bourassa at the elementary school as they have land already prepared for gardening that Frye could use at 

no charge.  Frye stated he would rather start the project from scratch.   

 

Vern Warrichaiet, 416 Scherer Avenue, stated that an alley between Fourth and Fifth Streets was closed by 

the City previously and he is being taxed on the additional land (1/2 of the alleyway).  People use this land to 

get to their properties and Warrichaiet commented that the alley should never have been closed.  

Wusterbarth commented that an easement agreement would have been drafted between WPS and the 

property owners to access the power lines.  He will do more research on that issue as well as the land, but 

noted that once an alley is vacated, it can’t be taken back by the City.  Wusterbarth will visit the property 

and report back. 

 
5. Discussion/Recommendation on: 

a. Alcohol Beverage License Applications, Applications for Temporary Class B Retailer’s License, 
Applications for License to Serve Fermented Beverages and/or Intoxicating Liquor and Appointment 
of Agents  



 
Mayor Heier read the list aloud and Chief Rehberg stated he has no objections. 
 
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Feldt to approve the Alcohol Beverage License Applications, 
Applications for Temporary Class B Retailer’s License, Applications for License to Serve Fermented 
Beverages and/or Intoxicating Liquor and Appointment of Agents. 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     5 ayes 
 

b. Department Reports 
i. Building Inspection Report 

Last reported that 40 permits were issued in July, for a total of 230 for the year with an 
estimated project value of $3.6 million.  The proposed Dollar Tree store has gotten State 
approval and construction will begin at the end of August.  There are a few properties that 
are non-compliant that are being worked on by Last and Calvert.   
 
Feldt reported that a couple of citizens who have received citations have expressed to her 
that the City is too aggressive.  Schreiber countered that of those who get a citation, rarely 
do any of them feel it is deserved.   
 

ii. Police and Fire Reports 
Rehberg reported that there were 60 ordinance violations in July and 499 calls to service.  
The department is working on training with the Fire Department for mass casualty incidents 
and the training will be county wide.  There were two mandatory trainings completed by all 
officers and all of them passed the firearms training. 
 
Josh Bostedt reported that the Fire Department has had 65 more ambulance calls than last 
year at this time.  The Stop the Bleed program continues and the department is also helping 
another department in Brown County to start the program there.  The leak in the main 
engine truck has a temporary fix and the recommended fix will cost an estimated $5,000.  
The department will try to include that in the 2020 budget.  The annual “Fill the Boot” 
campaign will be held on August 9 and 10. 
 
Feldt commended the Police and Fire/Rescue departments for their responses and for 
saving a life at Graphics Management recently. 
 

iii. Park & Recreation Report 
John Bostedt reported that the department is doing its best to keep up with everything 
despite the wet and windy weather.  New woodchips have been placed in all playgrounds, 
the shingles on the bathroom building at Sharp Park have been replaced and the area for 
tennis and pickle ball courts has been laid out.  There are still pavilion rentals through 
September and the City Park campground remains popular.  The most recent movie shown 
at Holtwood had 38 attendees.  Regarding Aageson Pool, Bostedt handed out several 
statistics regarding the pool’s activity since it reopened.  The number of swimmers and 
passes sold has remained consistent.  Holtwood Campground lost 3 seasonal sites this year 
and a portion of the campground remains closed due to wet conditions.  However, the 
revenue for 2019 is on par with 2018.  The new bath/shower/laundry facility is set to open 



by Labor Day weekend.  Finally, regarding the Harbor, launch revenues there are $655 
ahead of last year.  There is one tournament left, on August 18 with 107 boats. 
 

iv. Public Works Report 
Wusterbasrth reported that Curb and Gutter on the north side of Doran Avenue will be 
installed this week, with the south end to come later.  The road base is completed for the 
entire road.  Regarding Van Hecke Avenue, the road work is complete, and landscaping has 
begun and an intent to pave next Friday.  Flooding issues continue on some roads and 2,000 
more sandbags have been ordered.  Brush pick up also continues but is a slow process due 
to the volume.  Regarding recycling, we have gone from getting paid for our recyclables in 
past years to having to pay to dispose of them this year.  Wusterbarth will monitor this and 
make recommendations for any changes that could help. 
 

v. Administrator Report 
Perrizo handed out the revenue and expense report for Waterfest.  Total expenses were 
$17,812, with $8,570 covered by donations and vendor revenues.  The 2020 budget process 
has begun and Perrizo will hold a meeting of all department heads before the Council 
meeting on the budget.  Cash and Investment balance for June is $4.3 million.  Perrizo noted 
that July is generally the “leanest” time as only a portion ($264,763) of the shared revenue 
has come in from the State.  There is an upcoming temporary vacancy in the front office (12 
weeks) which will be covered by the existing staff.  Finally, Perrizo reported that the City’s 
equalized value rose by $8.2 million for 2019. 

 

c. Accounts Payable for the Month of July 2019 in the Amount of $371,480.75, Payroll for the Month 
of July 2019 in the Amount of $159,956.15, and other Financial Reports as Presented 
 
Moved by Feldt, seconded by Schreiber to approve the accounts payable, payroll and other 
financial reports as presented. 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     5 ayes 

 

d. 2020 Pay Increases for Non-Represented Employees 
Perrizo requested that a 3% increase be budgeted at this time, with the option of reducing it if other 
budget increases are too large. 
 
Moved by Feldt, seconded by Schreiber to approve budgeting a 3% increase for 2020 for non-
represented employees. 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     5 ayes 

 

e. Ordinance Regarding Revisions to the Golf Cart Ordinance in the Municipal Code of Ordinances for 
the City of Oconto 
 
Perrizo explained that this change allows a temporary permit to be purchased at Holtwood 
Campground.  The permit would be good for 3 days.  Mayor Heier stated that all golf cart drivers will 
be given a copy of the golf cart ordinance.  John Bostedt stated that they are also give a map of the 
approved routes. 
 



Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Bronikowski to approve the ordinance regarding revisions to 
the golf cart ordinance for the City of Oconto. 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     5 ayes 
 

f. Approval of Invoice from Crane Engineering in the Amount of $8,500 
Wusterbarth explained that this is for a pump for the treatment filter.  The money will be taken out 
of the utility equipment repair fund. 
 
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Markusen to approve the invoice from Crane Engineering in the 
amount of $8,500.00. 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     5 ayes 
 

g. Approval of Pay Request #2 from Jackie Foster, Inc. in the Amount of $151,957.15 for Van Hecke 
Avenue Project 
Wusterbarth stated that there is a 5% retainage on this invoice. 
 

Moved by Feldt, seconded by Bronikowski to approve pay request #2 from Jackie Foster, Inc. in 

the amount of $151,957.15 for Van Hecke Avenue. 

 

Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     5 ayes 
 

h. Approval of Pay Request #2 from Jackie Foster, Inc. in the Amount of $128,592.29 for Doran Avenue 
Project 
Wusterbarth stated that this invoice also has 5% retainage. 
 
Moved by Bronikowski, seconded by R. Reed to approve pay request #2 from Jackie Foster, Inc. in 
the amount of $128,592.29 for Doran Avenue. 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     5 ayes 
 

i. Approval of Invoice from Dinges Fire Company in the Amount of $5,085.75 for Purchase of Turnout 
Gear 
Josh Bostedt stated that it was planned to purchase three sets of turnout gear per year.  However, 
this expense is for only two sets as it will outfit the two newest paid on call members of the 
department.  Each set has a 10 year life span. 
 
Moved by Markusen, seconded by Bronikowski to approve the invoice from Dinges Fire Company 
in the amount of $5,085.75 for turnout gear. 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     5 ayes 
 

j. Approval of Pay Request #3 from Alliance Construction in the Amount of $102,610.44 
 
Moved by Feldt, seconded by Bronikowski to approve pay request #3 from Alliance Construction 
in the amount of $102,610.44. 



 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     5 ayes 
 

k. Approval of Pay Request #4 from Alliance Construction in the Amount of $39,568.97 
 
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by R. Reed to approve pay request #4 from Alliance Construction in 
the amount of $39,568.97. 
 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded vote.     5 ayes 

 

l. Mayor Heier stated that the Committee may vote to convene into closed session at approximately 
6:30 p.m. to convene into Closed Session pursuant to notice duly given and as allowed by Wis. Stats. 
19.85(1) (c) for discussion on personnel matters. 

i. Sick Pay Payout 
 
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Bronikowski to enter into closed session at 7:10 p.m. 
Motion carried upon electronically recorded roll call vote.    5 ayes 
 
Also present in closed session:  Administrator Perrizo, Attorney Calvert 

 
m. Moved by Schreiber, seconded by R. Reed to return to open session at 7:49 p.m. 

Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.       5 ayes 
 

n. Action/Discussion on Matters from Closed Session 
No action. 
 

6. Moved by Feldt, seconded by Markusen to adjourn at 7:50 p.m. 
Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.        M/C 

 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  

        Sara Perrizo, CPA 
        City Administrator 


