SPS 321.225 Decks.  Decks attached to dwellings and detached decks which serve an exit shall comply with the applicable provisions, including but not limited to:

1.  Excavation requirements of SPS 321.14; 
SPS 321.14 Excavations for footings and foundations.
(1) EXCAVATIONS BELOW FOOTINGS AND FOUNDATIONS. No excavation shall be made below the footing and foundation unless provisions are taken to prevent the collapse of the footing or foundation.
(2) EXCAVATIONS FOR FOOTINGS. All footings shall be located on undisturbed or compacted soil, free of organic material, unless the footings are reinforced to bridge poor soil conditions. History: Cr. Register, November, 1979, No. 287, eff. 6−1−80.
2. Footing requirements of SPS 321.15 (1) (f);
SPS 321.15 Footings. The dwelling shall be supported on a structural system designed to transmit and safely distribute the loads to the soil. The loads for determining the footing size shall include the weight of the live load, roof, walls, floors, pier or column, plus the weight of the structural system and the soil over the footing. Footings shall be sized to not exceed the allowable material stresses. The bearing area shall be at least equal to the area required to transfer the loads to the supporting soil without exceeding the bearing values of the soil.
(1) SIZE AND TYPE. Unless designed by structural analysis, unreinforced concrete footings shall comply with the following requirements:
(f) Deck footings. Decks attached to dwellings and detached decks which serve an exit shall be supported on a structural system designed to transmit and safely distribute the loads to the soil. Footings shall be sized to not exceed the allowable material stresses. The bearing area shall be at least equal to the area required to transfer the loads to the supporting soil without exceeding the bearing values of the soil.
3.  Frost penetration requirements of SPS 321.16;
SPS 321.16 Frost penetration. (1) GENERAL. Footings and foundations, including those for ramps and stoops, shall be placed below the frost penetration level, but in no case less than 48 inches below grade measured adjacent to the footing or foundation. Footings shall not be placed over frozen material.
(2) EXCEPTIONS. (a) Floating slabs constructed on grade need not be installed below the minimum frost penetration line provided measures have been taken to prevent frost forces from damaging the structure.
(b) Grade beams need not be installed to the minimum frost penetration line provided measures are taken to prevent frost forces from damaging the structure.
(c) Stoops or ramps need not be installed below the minimum frost penetration level provided measures are taken to prevent frost forces from damaging the structure.
(d) Footings or foundations may bear directly on rock located less than 48 inches below grade. Prior to placement, the rock shall be cleaned of all earth. All clay in the crevices of the rock shall be removed to the level of frost penetration or 1−1/2 times the width of the rock crevice. Provisions shall be taken at grade to prevent rain water from collecting along the foundation wall of the building.
[bookmark: _GoBack](e) Portions of footings or foundations which are located directly below window areaways which are required to be installed in accordance with SPS 321.03 (6), are exempt from the requirements of sub. (1).


4. Load requirements of SPS 321.02;
SPS 321.02 Loads and materials. Every dwelling shall be designed and constructed in accordance with the requirements of this section.
(1) DESIGN LOAD. Every dwelling shall be designed and constructed to support the actual dead load, live loads and wind loads acting upon it without exceeding the allowable stresses of the material. The construction of buildings and structures shall result in a system that provides a complete load path capable of transferring all loads from point of origin through the load−resisting elements to the foundation.
5. Stair, handrail and guardrail requirements of SPS 321.04
SPS 321.04 Stairways and elevated areas.
(1) SCOPE. Every interior and exterior stairway, including tub access steps but excluding nonrequired basement stairways which lead directly to the building exterior and stairways leading to attics or crawl spaces, shall conform to the requirements of this section.
(2) DETAILS. (a) Width. 1. Except for spiral staircases under subd. 2., stairways shall measure at least 36 inches in width. Handrails and associated trim may project a maximum of 4.5 inches into the required width at each side of the stairway.
(b) Riser height. 1. a. Except for spiral staircases under subd. 2., risers may not exceed 8 inches in height measured vertically from tread to tread. b. At the top and bottom of a flight, measurement shall be taken from the top of the nosing to the finished floor surface unless the finished surface is carpeting, in which case measurement shall be made to the hard surface below the carpeting.  ** See attached specific requirements.
6. Decay protection requirements of SPS 321.10
SPS 321.10 Protection against decay and termites.
(1) Wood used in any of the locations specified under this section shall meet both of the following requirements: (a) The wood shall be pressure treated with preservative or shall be a naturally durable and decay−resistant species or shall be engineered to be decay resistant. (b) The wood shall be pressure treated with preservative or shall be naturally termite−resistant unless additional steps are taken to make the wood termite−resistant.
(2) Wood used in the following locations shall be as required under sub. (1): 
(j) Any structural part of an outdoor deck, including the decking.
