
Minutes of the Committee of the Whole meeting held Via GoToMeeting on  

Tuesday, August 4, 2020 pursuant to notice duly given. 

 

1. Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Heier. 

 

2. Roll call:  Mayor Heier, Al Schreiber, Dean Reed, Wes Markusen, Roger Reed, Kim Bronikowski, Jean Feldt, 

Attorney Calvert 

Also present:   Police Chief Mike Rehberg, Fire Chief Josh Bostedt, Parks & Recreation Director Jon Bostedt, 

Superintendent of Public Works Jeremy Wusterbarth, Building Inspector Joe Last, Administrator Sara Perrizo 

and as recording secretary and other interested parties.  

 

3. Approval of Agenda 

Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Markusen to approve the agenda. 

Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.        6 ayes 

 

4. Correspondence/Public Appearances: None 

 
5. Discussion/Recommendation on: 

a. Update from Troy Fonder on 231 Pecor Street Property  
Fonder stated that he feels that all five requirements of the addendum to the agreement have been 
met.  All taxes are paid to date as well as all utility and other miscellaneous bills.  This is his fourth 
year working on renovating the house.  He has purchased siding for the house, but can not put it up 
until the windows arrive and they are on backorder due to COVID.  Fonder’s goal is to finish the 
foundation and roof next year and he is requesting a three-year extension to the development 
agreement.  Bronikowski does not feel that the requirement to remove rubbish and complete the 
landscaping has been completed nor has the requirement to “button up” the house.  This is taking 
years longer than anticipated and it is not right to allow one property owner to do this while we give 
others only 30 days to clean up their property.  Fonder countered that the property was trashed, 
and the work being done is not customary as the property is being restored historically.  Daryl 
Anderson, who is working on the renovations with Fonder, stated that foundation work can’t be 
done when it is cold outside.  Fonder is working six days a week on this and it is absurd to threaten 
to issue a raze order.  Feldt agrees, stating that the development agreement was based on normal 
circumstances, which is no longer the case.  We need to let this project happen.  Schreiber looked at 
the property and opined that the city would have lost money if Fonder didn’t do these renovations.  
We need to be understanding and patient.  D. Reed understands there have been issues, but 
questioned if there is a way to at least put siding on the front of the house this year.  He is not in 
favor of letting this go on for six years.  Markusen also understands the issues, but agrees that siding 
should be put up this year.  Fonder stated that the whole house will be sided next year.  Heier stated 
that this is not like flipping a house and noted that Fonder is doing his best. 
 
Moved by R. Reed, seconded by Markusen to table to a special Council meeting in September. 
Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.      6 ayes 
 

b. Department Reports 
i. Building Inspection Report 



Last reported that 52 permits were issued in July for a year-to-date total of 282, which is 30 
permits ahead of 2019.  The estimated project value is $2.6 million.  The house at 416 
Chicago Street has been torn down.  The city has a court order to be able to clean up the 
property located at 1532 Main Street.  There is new FEMA mapping that will be adopted in 
2021. 
 

ii. Police and Fire Reports 
Rehberg reported there were 52 ordinance violations in July and 579 total complaints, for a 
total of 3,255 year-to-date.  All officers passed their State firearms certification.  Officer 
Hagel is going to school to be a taser instructor so that he can do in-house training.  Miles 4 
Madyson went well and the “Fill the Cruiser” event will be held on August 15. 
 
Josh Bostedt reported that there were 109 calls in July, including 19 all calls, for a year-to-
date increase of 99 calls over last year.  Two new full-time firefighter/EMT’s have been 
hired, but there is still a lot of overtime while they are being trained.  The State is allowing 
all fire inspections for the first half of 2020 to be waived.  

  
iii. Park & Recreation Report 

John Bostedt reported that park pavilion rentals have been down due to COVID, but August 
and September rentals are increasing.  The city received a 20 year plaque for Tree City.  The 
Pickle ball and tennis courts will be striped soon by a contractor.  Revenues at the 
campground are down due to the late opening date as a result of COVID.  Twenty-six of the 
thirty available slips are rented at the Harbor.  There have been three fishing tournaments 
held, with two more left for the year.  The Cabela’s tournament was so happy with how 
things went here that we are now eligible for a championship event in 2021 or 2022.  
Extensions have been put on the launch docks due to the high water and the temporary fish 
cleaning station is going well. 
 

iv. Public Works Report 
Wusterbarth stated that Mott Street is completed except for landscaping.  Madison and 
Broadway streets will be paved next week and Hansen Avenue will be paved this week.  The 
$1 million in MLS grant funds that the city was awarded for Harbor Road has been revoked 
due to a ruling by the Supreme Court that the creation of the program by Governor Evens 
was unconstitutional.  We have now applied for a Harbor Assistance Program (HAP) grant to 
cover 80% of the causeway project and are applying for an Economic Development (EDA) 
grant to cover 80% of Harbor Road. 
 

v. Administrator Report 
Perrizo reported that cash and investments as of June 30 are $5.3 million.  She is working on 
the 2021 budget and the election to be held on August 11.  The HAP grant application has 
been submitted for the bed load interceptor.  The City’s estimated equalized value increased 
$1.6 million over 2019. 

 

c. Application for Temporary Class “B” Retailer’s License – Oconto Sportsmens Club 
Perrizo stated that this event will take place prior to the August 18 Council meeting. 
 
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Bronikowski to approve the application to be valid on August 
16. 



Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.      6 ayes 
 

d. Financial Reports as Presented (July Payroll and Accounts Payable to be handed out in September) 
 
Moved by Markusen, seconded by R. Reed to approve the financial reports. 
Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.      6 ayes 
 

e. Resolution for the Submission of a Harbor Assistance Grant Application 
Perrizo stated that this is for the bed load interceptor. 
 
Moved by Feldt, seconded by Markusen to approve the resolution. 
Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.      6 ayes 

 

f. Budgeting for 2021 Wages 
Perrizo stated that she would like to budget a 3% increase for non-union employees again in 2021.  
R. Reed asked about the pay for the seasonal employees, as we are losing employees to other 
entities due to pay.  Perrizo agreed, stating that she’d like to see the starting wage go to at least $10 
per hour.  D. Reed would like to go to at least $10.50 per hour to remain competitive and ahead of 
the curve.  Schreiber asked what the union employees will be getting in 2021.  Perrizo said that the 
Police Union contract is up for negotiations and the Fire employees will get 2.5%.  Schreiber thinks 
we should follow that. 
 
Moved by D. Reed, seconded by R. Reed to budget a 3% increase for non-union employees, to be 
reviewed at the budget meeting. 
Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.      6 ayes 
 

g. Quote from Stryker in the Amount of $36,935.90 for Two Lucas Chest Compression Devices to be 
Paid for with Routes to Recovery Grant Funds (Pending Approval of the Police & Fire Commission) 
Josh Bostedt explained that this is an automated chest compression device which will reduce the 
number of people needed in the back of the ambulance to attend to a pulseless non-breathing 
patient.  This will be paid for with COVID funds. 
 
Moved by Bronikowski, seconded by D. Reed to approve the quote pending approval of the Police 
& Fire Commission. 
Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.      6 ayes 

 

h. Approval of Invoice from Fence Link, Inc in the Amount of $19,753 for Tennis Court and Pickle Ball 
Fencing (to Be Paid with Grant Funds) 
 
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Markusen to approve the invoice. 
Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.     6 ayes 

 
i. Approval of Invoice from Full Service Organics Management, LLC in the Amount of $9,300  

Wusterbarth stated that this is for the Spring sludge hauling. 
 
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by R. Reed to approve the invoice. 
Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.      6 ayes 



 

j. Approval of Invoice from David Tenor Corp in the Amount of $6,200 
Wusterbarth stated that the sludge lines had backup issues and had to be cleaned out. 
 
Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Markusen to approve the invoice. 
Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.      6 ayes 

 

k. Approval of Invoice from Oconto County Highway Department in the Amount of $7,640.11 
 
Moved by Bronikowski, seconded by R. Reed to approve the invoice. 
Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.      6 ayes 
 

l. Approval of Invoice from Belson Co in the Amount of $17,362.80 for Blue Garbage Bags. 
 

Moved by Feldt, seconded by Markusen to approve the invoice. 
Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.      6 ayes 

 

m. Approval of Pay Request #4 from De Groot, Inc. for Mott/Mill Street (to be handed out at the 
meeting) 
Wusterbarth stated that the next pay request should be the final one.  This request is for 
$74,014.84. 
 
Moved by R. Reed, seconded by Bronikowski to approve the pay request. 
Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.      6 ayes 
 

n. Mayor Heier stated that the Council may vote at approximately 7:11 p.m. to convene into Closed 

Session pursuant to notice duly given and as allowed by Wis. Stats. 19.85(1)(c) for discussion on 

personnel matters. 

i. Fire Chief Sick Pay 
 

Moved by R. Reed, seconded by Schreiber to enter into closed session at 7:11 p.m. 
Motion carried upon verbal roll call vote.      6 ayes 
 
Also present in closed session: Administrator Perrizo, Chief Bostedt 

 

o. Moved by Schreiber, seconded by Feldt to return to open session at 7:26 p.m. 
Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.       6 ayes 
 
No action from closed session. 

 
6. Moved by Schreiber, seconded by D. Reed to adjourn at 7:27 p.m. 

Motion carried upon verbal voice vote.        M/C 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  

        Sara Perrizo, CPA 
        City Administrator 


