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CITY OF OCONTO  

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

City Hall – Council Chambers 

1210 Main St, Oconto, WI 54153 

TUESDAY, MAY 9, 2023 - 6:00 PM 

 

Draft for Approval 

 

Meeting called to order at 6:00 pm by Mayor John Panetti 

 

Roll Call – 

Present: Mayor John Panetti, City Attorney Frank Calvert, Alderpersons: Butch 

Mehlberg, Steve Stock, John Wittkopf, Patsy Bake, Riley Sowle, and Bob 

LeBreck  

Also present: Police Captain Kassie Dufek, City Administrator Brittney Bickel and as recording 

secretary, and other interested parties 

Excused: none 

 

Approval of Agenda –  

MOTION: Stock / Mehlberg 

Motion to approve the agenda for the COW meeting on May 9, 2023.  

Voice Vote: 6 ayes - MOTION CARRIED 

 

Correspondence –  

• Mayor Panetti - has heard interest in the old hospital building, but no details at this time; 

signup sheet for an emailed link to a song “Behind the Tank” from an Oconto-native artist 

on the WWII Sherman Tank; US Navy and Fincantieri, presented Dee Donlevy with flowers 

and keys to the City for receiving the Northeast Wisconsin’s Remarkable Woman of 2023.   

 

Public Input –  

• Mike Kelly, 515 Adams St 

• Courtney Sowle, 712 McDonald St 

• Jaime Younger, 518 First St 

 

Discussion/Recommendation on – 

a. Department Reports: written reports submitted and available upon request. 

i. Police Report was handed out and presented by Captain Kassie Dufek  

ii. Fire Report was handed out by Chief Josh Bostedt who was excused from the 

meeting 

ii. Park & Recreation Report - none  

iii. Public Works Report - none 

iv. Administrator Report - the Financial Report/Budget Status Reports were given and 

presented by City Administrator Brittney Bickel  

 

b. Accounts Payable for the Month of April 2023 in the amount of $354,192.81, Payroll for the 

Month of April 2023 in the amount of $162,108.46, and Other Financial Reports as 

Presented 

MOTION: Wittkopf / LeBreck 

Motion to approve A/P, payroll, & others as presented for April 2023.  
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Voice Recorded Roll Call Vote: 6 ayes - MOTION CARRIED 

 

c. Discussion/Approval of Mayor’s Recommendation for Appointments and Reappointments to 

the Committees and Commissions. (handed out at meeting)  

MOTION: Wittkopf / Mehlberg 

Motion to approve the appointments and reappointments as presented: 

Police & Fire Commission  

Reappointments: Sheri Groll  

Technology Committee  

New Appointments: Riley Sowle, Alderperson; Scott Boucher, Advisory Member 

Reappointments: Janine Hornblad 

Zoning Board of Appeals  

New Appointments: Mike Feldt 

Reappointments: Steve Gering 

Board of Public Works  

New Appointments: Mike Feldt 

Reappointments: Steve Stock, Alderperson; John Wittkopf, Alderperson; Darrell 

Anderson; Jean Young 

Plan Commission  

New Appointments: Riley Sowle, Alderperson  

Reappointments: Mike Werner 

Industrial Development Commission  

New Appointments: Randy Boucher 

Reappointments: Wayne Bostwick; Steve Gering  

Emergency Government  

New Appointments: Butch Mehlberg, Alderperson 

Board of Review  

New Appointments: Randy Boucher  

Parks & Recreation Committee  

Reappointments: Theresa LeMay  

Tourism Committee  

New Appointments: Riley Sowle, Alderperson  

Reappointments: Magan Holz; Wendy Spice; Susan Seidl, Alternate Member  

Harbor Commission  

Reappointments: Nancy Rhode; Jim Viestenz  

Ethics Board  

New Appointments: Cheryl Young, City Officer 

Historical Preservation Committee  

New Appointments: John Wittkopf, Alderperson  

Building Inspection Ad-Hoc Committee  

New Appointments: Mike Feldt 

Voice Recorded Roll Call Vote: 6 ayes - MOTION CARRIED 

 

d. Approval of Alcohol Beverage License Applications and Appointment of Agents  

MOTION: Mehlberg / Bake 

Motion to DENY applications for renewal of Class B Tavern License for French Town 

Franks, LLC, Nautical of Oconto, LLC, and Oconto Yacht Club, Inc.   

Voice Recorded Roll Call Vote: 4 ayes, 1 nay (LeBreck), 1 abstain (Sowle) - MOTION 

CARRIED 
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MOTION: Mehlberg / Stock 

Motion to eliminate from the Class B Tavern agents list: Christine A Reed/French Town 

Franks, LLC, Eric Roland Schanau/Nautical of Oconto, LLC, and Bob P. Renkens/Oconto 

Yacht Club, Inc.  

Voice Recorded Roll Call Vote: 4 ayes, 1 nay (LeBreck), 1 abstain (Sowle) - MOTION 

CARRIED 

MOTION: Wittkopf / Mehlberg 

Motion to approve the application for Class C Wine & Class B Beer/Fermented Malt 

Beverage as presented: Due South, LLC/The Ruins Mini Golf with agent Tina M. Bruckner. 

Voice Recorded Roll Call Vote: 5 ayes, 1 abstain (Sowle) - MOTION CARRIED 

MOTION: Wittkopf / Bake 

Motion to approve the applications for Class A Liquor & Class A Beer/Fermented Malt 

Beverage as presented: Dolgencorp, LLC/Dollar General Store #6588 with agent John 

Greene; Kwik Trip, Inc./Kwik Trip 233 with agent Jodie Lynn Martens; Krist Oil 

Company/Krist Oil Mart #84 with agent Jennifer J Leonard; Jorene’s LeCuts, Inc./Jorene’s 

LeCuts with agent Jorene D LeBreck; Neo Beverages, LLC/Oconto BP with agent Tark Raj 

Ojha; Thompson’s Discount Liquor with agent Mike Thompson; and Wagner of Oconto, 

Inc./Wagner Shell with agent Betty Wagner.  

Voice Recorded Roll Call Vote: 6 ayes - MOTION CARRIED 

 

e. Request from Oconto County Economic Development to waive sign permit fee of $50  

MOTION: Stock / Wittkopf 

Motion to DENY the request.  

Voice Recorded Roll Call Vote: 6 ayes - MOTION CARRIED 

 

f. Approval of Application for Temporary Class B Retailer’s License for Oconto Elks Lodge 

887 for Girls Softball Tournament on July 6th - 9th, 2023  

MOTION: Wittkopf / Mehlberg 

Motion to approve the application as presented.  

Voice Recorded Roll Call Vote: 6 ayes - MOTION CARRIED 

 

g. Approval of Application for Temporary Class B Retailer’s License for Oconto Elks Lodge 

887 for Waterfest on July 3rd, 2023 

MOTION: Bake / Stock 

Motion to approve the application as presented.  

Voice Recorded Roll Call Vote: 6 ayes - MOTION CARRIED 

 

h. Approval of Application for Temporary Class B Retailer’s License for Oconto County 

Veterans Memorial Committee Corp for Memorial Day Picnic at Copperfest Park on May 

29th, 2023  

MOTION: LeBreck / Mehlberg 

Motion to approve the application as presented.  

Voice Recorded Roll Call Vote: 6 ayes - MOTION CARRIED 

 

i. Approval of an Ordinance Regarding Revisions to the Park and Recreation Committee 

Ordinance in the Municipal Code of Ordinances for the City of Oconto - Add 2 resident 

members to the Parks & Recreation Committee - Sponsored by Mayor Panetti  

MOTION: Wittkopf / Sowle 
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Motion to approve the ordinance as presented.  

Voice Recorded Roll Call Vote: 6 ayes - MOTION CARRIED 

 

j. Approval of an Ordinance Regarding Revisions to the Government and Administration 

Ordinance in the Municipal Code of Ordinances for the City of Oconto - Introduction of 

Ordinances (TABLED) - KEEP TABLED 

 

k. Ordinance Regarding Revisions to the Public Health and Sanitation Ordinance in the 

Municipal Code of Ordinances for the City of Oconto - Addition of Recycling Dumpsters 

(REVISIT) 

MOTION: Wittkopf / Sowle 

Motion to revert the ordinance back to its previous form.  

Voice Recorded Roll Call Vote: 6 ayes - MOTION CARRIED 

 

Closed Session – 

Committee voted at 7:22 p.m. to convene into Closed Session pursuant to notice duly given and 

as allowed by Wis. Stats. 19.85(1)(e) for the deliberating or negotiating the purchase of public 

properties and by Wis. Stats. 19.85(1)(g) for the conferring with legal counsel for the following 

items:   

i. Purchase of City Properties 

ii. Legal Matters 

MOTION: Wittkopf / Bake 

Motion to convene into closed session at 7:22 pm.  

Voice Vote: 6 ayes - MOTION CARRIED 

 

Roll Call: Mayor Panetti, City Attorney Frank Calvert, City Administrator Brittney Bickel, 

Board of Public Works Chairperson Darrell Anderson, Butch Mehlberg, Steve Stock, John 

Wittkopf, Patsy Bake, Riley Sowle, and Bob LeBreck 

 

Open Session – 

Committee voted to reconvene into Open Session at 7:45 p.m. pursuant to notice duly given and 

as allowed by Wis. Stat. 19.85(2) for discussion/recommendation from Closed Session. 

MOTION: Stock / Wittkopf 

Motion to reconvene into open session at 7:45 pm.  

Voice Vote: 6 ayes - MOTION CARRIED 

MOTION: LeBreck / Bake 

Motion to sell city property located on White Tail Lane to Teresa Bake and Dave Retzlaff 

for the cost of certified survey map, deed work, drafting of easement, etc. so there is no cost 

to the City. Voice Recorded Roll Call Vote: 6 ayes - MOTION CARRIED 

 

Adjournment – 

MOTION: Wittkopf / Stock 

Motion to adjourn at 7:47 pm. Voice Vote: 6 ayes MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

Minutes submitted by City Administrator Brittney M. Bickel  

 


