
FORESTRY COMMITTEE    
Tuesday March 12th, 2024 @ 8:00 A.M. 

Oconto City Hall Council Chambers 

1.) Chairman Tom Sasse called the meeting to order @ 8:07 a.m.  

2.) Roll Call:  Nick Badendick, Tom Sasse, Susan K. Seidl, Jeff Werner 
     Also Present:  Director of Parks, Rec, and Forestry John Bostedt, and Diane Motiff 

3.) Werner voiced approval of Agenda; Seidl motioned second.  (4 Ayes) 

4.) Approval of Meeting Minutes from 2/13/2024 was called into motion by Sasse with its second by 
Werner.  (4 Ayes) 

5.) Public Input:  None. 

6.) Correspondence:  
     a.) Northeastern WI Forest Health Update - WI DNR had contained little to our present needs. 
     b.) Wisconsin Pollinators have not arrived to date. 
     c.) Wisconsin DNR Info- “Spring get ready for the season” (3/7/2024) 

7.) Discussion/Recommendation/Action on the Following:  
     a.) Future Tree Planting Areas– These have been established for our spring and fall season. 
     b.) Other City Website Ideas for Forestry Page– Seidl provided the March/April issue of Arbor 
Day.org.  She suggested we post our tree legacy information online.  Also, the issue contained TRUTH 
AMID THE TREE MYTHS which will be helpful to all readers, as the Committee agreed.  Sasse brought 
back useful posters for planting and pruning that can be displayed in City Hall and useful for our 6th 
grade Arbor Day planting. 
     c.) Sharp Park– Director Bostedt reported that the crew took down 2 trees therein.  Once a week the 
crew checks the trail for public safety. 
     d.) Grants for Buckthorn (2024) Director Bostedt is in touch with Grant Writer Jeff Maroszek of the 
County District Conservation.  He is searching for our needs and will contact Bostedt within the next 
week. 
     e.) Up-date on Nuisance Trees– Only 1 stump remains yet.  One last tree remains @ Sharp Park. 
     f.) 2024 WAA/ WI DNR Annual Urban Forestry Conference attended by Sasse, Werner, Director Bostedt 
and crew and Committee members was rated as the #2 best for topics and speakers:  very informative 
and useful to all!  The following sessions were attended:  “Why do trees care about soil?”; “The Lorax 
says we need tree diversity”; "Drought and its effect on trees”: “WI insects, pests, and trends to watch 
for”; “Are you a boss or a leader?”; “Native shrubs and tree seed identification, collection, and cleaning”; 
Building a diverse urban utopia… if so, what would it be?” Members also returned with appropriate 
literature. 
     g.) 2024 6th grade poster contest & tree planting– Werner updated the 6th grade Arbor Day poster 
contest information including the 2024 theme:  Trees are Terrific… They Make Oconto Beautiful! 
Two areas will be planted:  Harbor Road and Main Street.   
Also in discussion was spring tree pulling for the event.  Potential dates would be between April 17 - 19 or 
22 - 24. 
     h.) Motus Program Trees, handed out at the meeting, included that the City of Oconto has been 
chosen for the Motus tree donation!  It includes flowers and shrubs which will personally be planted by 
our past Bird City Director, Cordula Van Den Heuvel in two areas @ City Park.  Together with Director 
Bostedt, they chose bird-friendly “Pagoda Dogwood” trees to be planted in fall (Oct.). Trunks, 
soil/moisture, and bird attraction were taken into consideration by the team.  Discussion ensued 
incorporating Park and Rec. to further the issue, possibly including the 7th grade students and Oconto 



volunteers.  Sasse motioned to accept the Motus tree planting donation as outlined by Van den 
Heuvel and Director Bostedt.  Seidl called second.  (M/C) 

8.) Next Meeting Date/Time:  Wednesday, April 3 @ 8 a.m.  

9.) Sasse summoned for adjournment @ 8:56 a.m.  Werner witnessed the second.  (M/C)                         

Minutes submitted by 
Susan K. Seidl 
 


