
Farnsworth Public Library 
Meeting Minutes 

for 
August 27, 2024 

 

1. Meeting called to order by Ron Rauscher, Vice President, at 4:03 PM 

2. Roll Call 

Trustees Present:  Dee Donlevy,  Amy Peterson, Ron Rauscher, Debi Schroeder, Wendy Spice 

               Trustees Absent: Mary Grace Murphy, Mike Werner, Kitty Werner, Bonnie Wusterbarth 

 

          3.  Approval of Agenda 

                 M/S/C W. Spice/ D. Donlevy to approve the agenda for today’s meeting. 

                 

          4.  Approve July 23, 2024, Board Meeting Minutes                        
e -              M/S/C  W. Spiced/ D. Donlevy  to approve the July 23, 2024, meeting minutes  
 
          5.    Bills and Expenditures 

                  a. Bills Submitted for July 29, 2024, August 9, 2024, August 19, 2024 

                      Ron recommends the documents are to be treated as information.  

                  b. YTD Income & Expenditures  
                      The 2024 YTD documents are to be treated as information.  

           6.   Director’s Report  

                  Amy Peterson, Library Director reported to the Board of Trustees…      

                  What the library worked on since last Board meeting: 

                   1. We had 281 people attend the Dinosaur Dimensions event on August 9 at Holtwood Sports   
                       Complex. This event was funded by a grant from the Nicolet Federated Library System. 

                   2. The Children’s Museum of Green Bay was here to do a painting class on August 8.  
                       The  museum was able to secure grant funding again for the next year (September 2024-  
                       August 2025) to continue to do these educational programs, along with loaning us  
                       educational toys. 
 
                  3. We attended all the Tunes on Tuesdays that we were able to (if the site changed because of   
                      weather, we did not attend). We did crafts with kids and had books they could “check out”   
                      during the music 

                  4. We had staff at National Night Out in Oconto on August 6. All the kids that came to the   
                       Library table did a craft and received a coin for the Book Vending Machine 

                  5. The two Book Clubs are going very well. 

                  6. The adult and kid summer reading programs will wrap up this week and prizes will be  
                      awarded. 
                 
 
 



                 7. The Infosoup Road trip has brought many visitors to our library. We also see an increase in   
                     visitors looking for/asking about local history or family history-Plus we have many just   
                     checking out the building in the summer. 

                 8. We are a community cooling center for the summer, along with the other libraries in the   
                     County. 

                 9. We are getting lots of book sale donations, so the staff has been going through those.   
                     Reminder that the donations are either added to the collection, used for nursing   
                     home/assisted living program or saved for the Friends of the Library Book Sale.  
                     Next sale is September 28. 

              Coming up: 

                 1. Staff meeting on September 6 

                 2. Closed for staff training on September 26 

                 3. We are hosting the Oconto Area Chamber of Commerce meeting on September 17 

                 4. Updating all library policies 

                 5. Planning for fall and winter 

                 6. Looking for grants to bring some recycled art to the library in 2025 
                   
             7. Committee Reports 

            a. Administrative/Personnel                   
                Nothing to Report 
  

                 b. Building / Grounds 

                      The elevator pit flooded and is out and will be being serviced. 

                       Bats have again entered the building. Amy is contacting the appropriate personnel to tend to                           

                       the situation. 

                 c. Finance 

                     Working on the budget for 2025.  

             8. Correspondence 

                  Nothing to report. 

 
        9.  Public Input 
             Anyone wishing to address the board must state their full name and address.  
             Public input is limited to 5 minutes per person and personnel issues may not be discussed 
             (nor individuals named).  The Board may not take action on any item raised during the public    
              input period, that is not already on the agenda for such a purpose.  
             The board’s role is to listen to comments and not respond to or discuss the issues raised. 

             10.  Discussion/action/recommendation on the following: 

                    a. Recurring 

                        i. Friends Happenings 
                           The Friends will meet on September 11, 2024 at 6 PM.   



                           The Fall Book Sale will be September 28 to coincide with Harvest Fest and will open at    
                            9 AM and continue to 3 PM.  
 
                     b. Old Business                        
                          i. Oconto County Library Planning Committee update                              
                             On August 15th, two public hearings were held. One in Gillett at the Community Center  
                             from 5 PM to 6 PM. The second hearing was held at the Little Suamico Town Hall at 
                             7 PM to 8 PM. The third hearing was held at the Lakes Country Public Library 
                             on August 20th  at  5 PM to 6 PM. Committee Members, County Board Supervisors and  
                             local residents interested in our county’s libraries attended the hearings.                            
                             Al Sleeter, County Board Chairman also member of the OCLPB, Rich Heath,  
                             County Administrator and Kim Pytleski, County Clerk presented at the informational  
                             hearings.  Public Comments were made by several attendees.   
                           
                             On September 12th, the County Administration Committee will review the plan and the  
                             County Board of Supervisors will do the same on September 19th. Both meetings will  
                             begin at 9 AM. 
                                

            ii. Front Door Replacement 
                             The doors have been installed and look very good.  
                                      

            
          iii. First Level Remodel Plans 
               No updates at this time.     

 
                       iv. 2025 Budget  

a. Other Library projects-countertop, parking lot, reference desk 
No action taken at this time. 

                             
                            b.  The city requested proposed budget amounts for 2025 by August 31, 2024. 
                                  Amy presented some ideas to the Trustees. 
 
                   c. New Business  
                       i.  Front doors on original building 
                           The front doors need to be stained. Ron asked Amy to have the painter to also look at the  
                            inside doors for the lower entry. 
  
                           M/S/C W. Spice/ D. Schroeder to accept the bid of $700.00 for the work on the doors. 
                            
                      ii.  Library card sign-up month-new card fees 
                           Amy asked to wave the replacement library card fee for the month of September. 
                           
                           M/S/C W. Spice/ D. Schroeder to wave the fee for the month of September. 

                              
       11.  Trustee Training/Education 
               Trustee training is recorded and saved to be viewed at any time. 
 
              
        12.   Adjournment  

            Adjournment took place at 5:30 PM, M/S/C R. Rauscher/W. Spice 

                            

                      Minutes respectfully submitted by secretary, Debi Schroeder  

                                Next Meeting:  Tuesday, September 24, at 4:00 PM 
 


